

 (
Jack Hess
Deputy Director
) (
CORTLAND
 
COUNTY
)	 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 11, 2013


CORTLAND COUNTY AWARDED $6 MILLION GRANT

CORTLAND - Cortland County is being awarded a $6,000,000.00 grant as part of the Round 2 Statewide Interoperable Communications Grant program administered by the NYS Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services.  This award will directly support the ongoing Emergency Interoperable Communications System project that was started last year.

In 2009 the County committed to a $14,800,000.00 radio project after a lengthy needs evaluation and bid process.  Motorola was the winning bidder and is currently building out the radio system.  This radio system will serve all fire, police, emergency responders, highway departments and all other users of the County’s radio system.  It will provide coverage to 95% of the county and allow all users to seamlessly interoperate with one another as needed.

As part of the grant application the County committed to adhering to industry based standards for communications and to expand its national interoperable channel communication capability.  To meet this goal the project was retooled to provide a radio upgrade to our police agencies to support non-proprietary communications encryption and to expand the County’s national interoperability channel coverage.  These enhancements will cost approximately $1.1 million.  National interoperability channels are reserved frequencies in the UHF, VHF and 700/800 bandwidth and are used across the United States to allow emergency services workers from other jurisdictions to contact a local dispatch center.

The radio project is expected to be complete by June of 2013 and will replace a VHF system that has been in place since the 1960’s with the last major overhaul done in the mid 1970’s.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This $6 million grant is the third major funding award for this project. In 2012 Cortland County was awarded $4 million to help offset the costs of the project, and in 2010 a $450,000 grant was awarded to help in the engineering and design of the system. For more information contact on this grant award, please contact Jack Hess, Deputy Director Information Technology at (607) 428-5441. 
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