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CORTLAND – Cortland County’s Emergency Management Team is taking a proactive roll in preparing for Hurricane Sandy. The County’s Emergency Management Team has been holding regular briefings with the National Weather Service and has been in contact with local and regional utility companies to establish the proper response to the power outages that are likely to occur.
Cortland County will open itsMonroe County Executive Maggie Brooks announced that she has ordered the activation of the Monroe County Emergency Operations Center as the area prepares for Hurricane Sandy.

The center will be activated starting Monday morning at 10 a.m. and from that point on will be open 24 hours a day until further notice. Officials say the center will be used to coordinate the effort to prepare and respond to Hurricane Sandy. That storm is expected to pass through the area sometime Monday afternoon through late Tuesday.

The county has also issued a number of warnings regarding the storm. Officials say:

· Don’t approach downed wires (power lines, telephone, cable, etc) and report them to the appropriate agencies.

· Only use 911 for emergencies

· Check on your neighbors, especially the elderly, the homebound, and those with disabilities

· Do not operate any gas powered equipment inside your home or garage

· Use caution when lighting candles and fire place. Do not leave them unattended

· Roads may be slick, so be sure to provide safe distance for braking when driving

· Do not attempt to drive thru flooded roads or underpasses

· Intersections with signals out should be treated as a four-way stop

For more information on how to stay safe during a storm, you can visit ready.gov or fema.gov
CortlC Emergency Operations Center at 4:00 p.m. today, and will remain open until further notice.  The center will be used to coordinate the efforts of all essential personnel. The storm is expected to pass through the area sometime Monday afternoon through late morning, bringing with it rain and high winds of between 30-60 mph. 
The county has also issued a number of warnings regarding the storm. Officials say:

· Don’t approach downed wires (power lines, telephone, cable, etc) and report them to the 
appropriate agencies.

· Call 911 for emergencies; Dial 211 for general information

· Check on your neighbors, especially the elderly, the homebound, and those with disabilities

· Do not operate any gas powered equipment inside your home or garage, and refrain from using 
open flames for lighting and/or heating your home.
· Use caution if reporting to work Tuesday morning as work crews will not have all areas cleared in 
time for the morning commute.
· Do not attempt to drive thru flooded roads or underpasses

· Intersections with signals out should be treated as a four-way stop

For more information on how to stay safe during a storm, you can visit ready.gov or fema.gov

