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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Heavy Rains Flood Portions of Cortland County

Flood Watch Remains, Sheriff Urges Caution

CORTLAND - As floodwaters begin to recede Cortland County is beginning to assess the damages from yesterday’s heavy rains. The County Emergency Communications Department is working with Highway Department personnel to evaluate the condition of roads, bridges and culverts, and beginning to prepare a Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA). The PDA report will determine the extent of the damage throughout the County and if Cortland will be eligible for disaster relief for state or federal sources. 

At 9 p.m. Monday night Cuyler Town Supervisor LouAnne Randall issued a State of Emergency due to rising flood waters that covered many town roads. As of 10 a.m. this morning the State of Emergency is still in effect, until Highway department personnel can evaluate the structural stability of the affected areas. So far there have been no injuries reported due to the flooding, but significant property and crop damage is expected. 
While the smaller creeks continue to recede, the Tioughnioga River isn’t expected to crest until tonight and early tomorrow morning. It is estimated the river will crest at 8.7 feet, with a flood stage of 8 feet, which could continue to cause water problems in flood-prone areas along the river. The Cortland County Sheriff’s Department is reminding drivers to use caution when travelling and not to cross roads that have any standing or running water. 
Other areas of the County also saw significant flash flood events and are faced with cleaning up the debris left behind, including trees, rocks and mud. Throughout the County hundreds of volunteers were on call through their fire departments and emergency personnel and first responders were on site to close roads and answer emergency calls. “We want to thank all of these people that helped keep the rest of us informed and safe, and who are still out there today,” said Michael Park, Chairman of the County Legislature. 
An updated list of roads that remain closed is being prepared and will be issued soon. All media requesting information should contact Public Information Officer Jeremy Boylan at 607-423-6225 or jboylan@cortland-co.org. 

