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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Cortland County Issues 2015 Tentative Budget
Spending Plan Stays Within 2% Property Tax Cap
CORTLAND – The 2015 Cortland County Tentative Budget was issued yesterday by Assistant Budget Officer Randy Deal. The budget includes a 2015 tax levy of $33,616,076 which is an increase of 1.9% or $636,728 from the 2014 tax levy, and keeps the County under the NYS imposed Property Tax Cap – a feat that has been met every year by the County since the state’s implementation. 

“This spending plan is a realistic representation of what our budget team feels will transpire in 2015,” said Susan Briggs, Legislature Chair and Acting County Administrator. “We tried to put together a budget that truly reflects what our departments will need to provide our residents with the services they deserve.”

In an effort to have a budget prepared and adopted prior to November elections, this year’s budget process followed an expedited schedule, modeled after that of neighboring Tompkins County. This process was made difficult by the departure of former County Administrator Martin Murphy in the midst of budget development. 
“We had a great team working together to balance this complex budget,” said Randy Deal, Assistant to the Budget Officer, who spearheaded the effort following Murphy’s departure. Deal’s budget team consisted of Fiscal Manager Carolyn Kennedy, Mr. Joe Mareane, Tompkins County Administrator, Susan Briggs, Chair of the Legislature, Kevin Whitney, Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee, Donnell Boyden, Majority Leader, and Sandy Price, Minority Leader.

Features of the tentative budget include: 

· Creation of a Solid Waste Manger position to oversee the landfill

· Debt payments to continue the 10-year Highway Capital Improvement Plan

· Additional revenues from regional casino operations

· A reduction in NYS pension costs

· A modest 2% increase in sales tax projections

As is the case in every County budget throughout the state, the majority of the 2015 budget is driven by NYS mandated programs and services. “We have very little leeway when it comes to staying under the tax cap,” Deal said. “It is often local programs that suffer, but this budget provides for an ambitious year at a minimal cost increase.”

The 2015 department budget requests were reviewed by Legislative Committee Chairs who met with their Department Heads and put the final pieces of the budget together. “The true test of this budget will come in 2015 as our Departments operate within the parameters of this budget. The Department Heads should be commended for always keeping an eye on cost while ensuring the safety and high quality of life for our residents.”
The Budget & Finance Committee will have until Oct. 27 to review and make any recommendations to the full Legislature, which intends to hold a public hearing and potentially adopt the budget at a special meeting held Oct. 30 at 6 p.m. 


