	 Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	September 13, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Tony Pace, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Kathy Spencer, Labella & Associates; Gareth McDonald and Brett O’Connor, TCI Renewables; Victor Siegle; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Ed Kossman, CCE; Randy Young; Mark Gallagher; John Soshinsky; Ben Brazell, Bond Schoeneck & King; David Bottar, STERPDB; Erik Miller, CNYRPDB; Althea Heider; Michael Barylski; Karl Klein; Janet Steck, 

	Not Present
	Danny Ross

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of August 9, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Parker. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Resolution to Oppose Clean Water Act Draft Guidance 

Proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Ms. Arnold said that a revision to the EPA’s Clean Water Act would delete the word “navigable” from guidelines, which would require farmers and municipalities to adhere to DEC and/or EPA guidelines for any body of water such as a roadside ditch or even a driveway culvert. This could cost residents and counties a lot of money in engineering and other requirements. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 was approved.

	resolution #2
	Amend 2012 Budget – No-Cost Time Extension of Grant

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said this will correct a clerical issue which put previous grant funds in an incorrect account. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 2 was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Accept Grant Application/Authorize Agreement/Amend 2012 Budget – NYS DOT Federal Section 5311 Capital Replacement 

	discussion
	On motion of Parker, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 3 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said this is accepting money which will go to purchase three new busses, as well as maintenance equipment for First Transit. All voting in favor. Agenda Item No. 3 was approved.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Mr. Dineen said Cortland County is in a unique position, geographically, which allows the County in belong to both the CNYRPDB and the STERPDB. Mr. Dineen introduced Mr. David Bottar, who gave an overview of the Central New York Regional Planning Development Board. One of the recent projects they have been involved in was the acquisition of nearly $3 million for the Fingerlakes East Business Park. Mr. Dineen then introduced Mr. Erik Miller, who spoke about the Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board. A recent project from this agency is the Preble Town Hall, which has been outfitted with new solar panels and insulation.
· Ms. Barber said the annual Soil & Water River Clean up is Sept. 29, and she will be leading a team at Dwyer Park and invited all legislators to attend and help out. 

· Mr. Ed Kossman said that 4-H had a strong showing at the NYS Fair, and announced that the 100-year anniversary of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cortland County will be celebrated next year in 2013. 
· Mr. Dineen spoke about Medicaid Transportation Funding, which will be distributed in a different manner by the NYS Dept. of Health. In the future it will be handled by a third-party Medical brokerage firm, and rides could potentially be provided by outside parties.. This could have a significant effect on services in Cortland, and could possibly be implemented as early as May of 2013. He will keep the committee informed.
· Ms. Arnold distributed potential changes to the draft scoping document for the proposed Crown City Wind Farm. In addition to Ms. Arnold’s suggestions, the committee reviewed a letter from Cortlandville Attorney John Folmer, and a letter from TCI’s counsel Bond, Schoeneck & King. Ms. Arnold said that TCI has refused to share their proprietary wind information and she does not feel there is enough wind in Cortland County to make this a viable project. She distributed maps of wind speeds throughout New York State. Mr. McDonald said that statewide studies can not compare to on-site studies, and that wind data is never shared by any wind developer and that information is considered a trade secret. The committee reviewed Ms. Arnold’s proposed changes (attached) and she urged the committee to thoroughly review the scoping document, as any information not included in the scoping can not be required to be included in the DEIS. Ms. Barber said that while the County is the lead agency, departments like the Health Department and Soil & Water are also interested agencies and should provide input on the DEIS when it is submitted. Mr. Hartnett made a motion to accept the scoping document, as revised at the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. Ms. Spencer said she will work to incorporate the changes from the meeting and will provide the finalized copy to the Clerk, who will in turn provide it to TCI. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Wheelock.  The meeting was adjourned.
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