	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	September 11, 2012
	 10 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Meeting

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman; Donnell Boyden, Vice Chair; Larry Cornell, Anthony Pace, Sandy Price, Danny Ross, John Troy

	attendees
	Don Chambers and Robert Buerkle, Highway Department; Mike Park, Gordon Wheelock, legislators; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard, Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	not present
	

	Minutes
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 7, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Pace. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	resolution #1
	Authorize Hangar Lease –MH-3 at County Airport

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Troy, seconded by Mr. Ross, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Mr. Buerkle said there was one proposal submitted, by the current tenant, who is performing very well at this time. The Airport Advisory Board unanimously recommended that the lease be approved. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Contract/Highway Department – Snow and Ice/Truxton

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Troy, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. Mr. Chambers said that most towns are in a five-year contract to clear snow and ice on County Roads. However, a bridge on Cheningo Road in Truxton has a weight limit of 16 tons, and so the County can not legally cross snow plows, so the town does a portion of that road with their smaller trucks. The bridge will be replaced in 2013. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Other Discussion Items

	· Mr. Chambers said Celtic Festival appeared to be a success at Dwyer Park. Mr. Purser said alcohol was served at the event, and the County never received a caterer’s permit or the proper insurance certificate for the event. Mr. Chambers said he will try to get those, and that the group has indicated they would like to return next year. The festival did not use the County’s electric hook up, rather they rented their own generators. 
·  Mr. Chambers said the highway department utilizes consulting engineers for a number of projects that may need peer review or more complex projects, and asked that the committee give approval for him to issue an RFP for a term agreement for engineering services, as the current agreement expires at the end of 2012. Mr. Cornell made the motion, second by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The motion was approved. Mr. Park advised the committee that department heads have been advised that RFPs can be issued by copying the respective committee three days prior to issuing, and that it’s not necessary to wait for the next meeting.
· Mr. Fuller said that a resolution to oppose certain portions of the Clean Water Act Draft Guidance being proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency will be considered by the Ag. & Planning Committee. The issue of concern is the use of the term “navigable” in the Clean Water Act, which would required engineering services for any project over a navigable water body. Every stream in Cortland County, including small creeks is considered navigable. Mr. Buerkle said the Army Corps of Engineers may interpret the language in the legislation to include everything from rivers, creeks and streams to roadside ditches, which is far too inclusive. He said the legislation should be more clearly defined and interpreted.
· Mr. Chambers distributed a list of items to be declared surplus and auctioned. Mr. Troy made a motion to send the items to auction. Second by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

· Ms. Price asked about the process if a town wants to reduce the speed limit on a town road. Mr. Chambers said that the town board must pass a resolution and file the proper Dept. of Transportation form with the County Highway Department. Mr. Chambers will review the form and forward it to the NYS DOT.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Troy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Boyden. The meeting was adjourned.


Cortland County Highway Committee Meeting Minutes
                                                                September, 2012

Minutes Taken & Prepared By Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature

2

