	Cortland County Health & Human Services

	Minutes
	September 11, 2012
	9:00 aM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 a.m. the Committee held a moment of silence in remembrance of Sept. 11, 2001, and for former Chairman of the Legislature Ray Homer who passed away this month.

	meeting Type
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Sandy Price, Chair; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Amy Cobb; David Fuller, John Natoli; Anthony Pace, Don Spaulding and Mike Park

	attendees
	Mark Thayer, Mental Health; Mike Park, Gordon Wheelock, legislators; Catherine Feuerherm and Patti Thon, Health Dept.; Robin Sandwick, Employment & Training; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Rebecca Canzano, Youth Bureau; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Liz Haskins, Area Agency on Aging

	Not present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of August 7, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Pace. Ms. Price noted two date corrections. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved pending a correction.

	resolution #1
	Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Area Agency on Aging (Misc. Groceries and Frozen Foods)

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Spaulding, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Appoint Member – Employment & Training Board

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Mr. Natoli, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. Ms. Price pointed out that while the appointee lives in Tompkins County, he owns a business in Cortland, and is therefore eligible to serve on the board. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Adopt Local Plan for Program Year 2012-2013 for Workforce Investment Act

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Pace, Agenda Item No. 3 was introduced. Ms. Sandwick said every year a local plan must be established, which requires a 30 day public input period. There has not been any feedback to date. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Natoli, Agenda Item No. 4 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said the majority of these funds go to personnel costs and training drills on potential emergency situations. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #5
	Authorize Agreement/City of Syracuse and Onondaga County Health Department 

	discussion
	On motion of Ms. Cobb, second by Mr. Pace, Agenda Item No. 5 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said a new laser printer and some scanner equipment will be paid for with excess funds from Onondaga County and the City of Syracuse. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #6
	Amend 2012 Budget/Transfer Funds – Medicare Reimbursement

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Mr. Pace, Agenda Item No. 6 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said this is hopefully the final payment that will be made to HCR. The money was found within the Health Department budget in other line items. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #7
	Abolish/Create - Health Department

Principal Account Clerk/Senior Medical Services Clerk

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Ms. Cobb, Agenda Item No. 7 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said because the fiscal officer did not pass the Civil Service exam, the person has rights to another position. She will juggle personnel around to best serve the department and the person in question will be taking a lower position. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #8
	Authorize Expense Account – Mental Health (Cortland Regional Medical Center)

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Ms. Cobb, Agenda Item No. 8 was introduced. Mr. Thayer said this is additional funding from NYS Office of Mental Health, which replaces DSH funds which were withdrawn this year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #9
	Authorize Agreements/Mental Health (Several Agencies)

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 9 was introduced. Mr. Thayer said this allows for a contract with Accumedic Computer Systems for computerized billing and scheduling software. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 

	resolution #10
	Authorize Agreement – DSS/LexisNexis Risk Solutions 

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Mr. Cornell, Agenda Item No. 10 was introduced. Ms. Monroe said that this software allows DSS to use a nationwide database to search for individuals. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #11
	Amend Budget/Social Services (Motor Vehicle Equipment)

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Ms. Cobb, Agenda Item No. 11 was introduced. Ms. Monroe said that a vehicle was in an accident recently, which was not the County driver’s fault. The insurance company has declared the vehicle a total loss, and the insurance payment, as well as an additional payment will allow for the purchase of a new vehicle off state contract. Ms. Monroe said that she has been in contact with the Highway Department, which is reducing its fleet. DSS is considering purchasing highway vehicles next year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items
Area Agency on Aging

Ms. Haskins said the food pantry in the County Office Building, and in Willet and Truxton, have changed to a choice system, where visitors will be able to choose from the food available, rather than have it decided for them. Ms. Haskins said the food pantries have lost FEMA funding, which will necessitate more fund raising next year. 

Ms. Haskins said that 678 people were served in Medicare applications and enrollment in 2011, and the enrollment period will be beginning again.  

The Housing Energy Assistance Program will begin soon.  In cooperation with DSS, the Aging office assists residents age 60 and older. Early mailings have already gone out to return clients.
A NYS representative was on site to do a nutrition assessment and the County did very well and is considered a model program, but suggested an evaluation on Meals on Wheels participants to ensure that they meet the regulations. 

Mr. Fuller said in the past the County RSVP program has been given eight dozen (96) teddy bears from the Salvation Army to be “dressed” by seniors and then returned to be handed out at Christmas by the Salvation Army. The Salvation Army has pulled out of the program, and so RSVP has volunteered to purchase the bears with their own funds to continue the program. The bears cost about $5.77 each, including shipping. RSVP will be seeking donations from senior centers or any available agency.
Employment & Training

 This month the legislature will deliver a proclamation for Disability Employment Awareness Month. An event will be held with workforce conferences for people with disabilities and a luncheon for local businesses to help promote employment of people with disabilities. 
Health Department/Early Intervention

Ms. Thom, supervisor of Children With Special Needs, spoke about changes in the Early Intervention Program. The program works with children ages 1 to 3 who have developmental disabilities. In 2011 the departments served 176 children. To date in 2012 the total is 99. Currently, the program does all billing for the seven agencies and five individuals that are contracted with for services. Changes from NYS starting Jan. 1, will be taking the County out of the process for billing with contracted agencies. The County Health Department itself is a provider agency, so a moderate amount of billing within the department will still be necessary. This will result in a loss of control of administering the program, but will also be a reduced workload for the department. Last year the department billed for 4,873 therapy visits. About 2,135 of those were by the County provider. 

Mental Health Department
NYS Office of Mental Health has done on-site visits for the Horizon House and Clinic. Overall the department fared very well, and only minor corrective plans will need to be addressed, specifically dealing with space issues. 
Mr. Thayer said he is working on a four-county project for planning better transitions from institutions for better independent living. He is also working with other agencies within Cortland County, including the Health Department, DSS and the Jail to develop a more coordinated services effort. 
The 211 system, providing a one-stop phone call for all available wellness services, is now up and running. The Seven Valley Health Coalition is acting as lead agency for the program. 

Veterans Agency
Mr. Bullock said that Veterans’ approvals for non-service pensions are taking too long to be processed, and often take up to a year to review.
Youth Bureau
Ms. Canzano said she is developing an RFP for 2013 youth fund allocations. She said some municipalities in 2012 have not requested available funds. The Office of Child and Family Services is evaluating the criteria for the programs that are being funded to ensure money is being spent wisely and effectively. 

	adjourn
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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