	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	August 9, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Tony Pace, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Kim Curtis-Harris; George Preston, Cooperative Extension; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Mark Tayrien, Labella & Associates; Gareth McDonald, TCI Renewables; Victor Siegle; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	Not Present
	Ray Parker

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of July 21, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Boyden. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Ms. Barber reminded the committee of a regional meeting on Aug. 16 regarding the EPA’s proposed Chesapeake Bay TMDL regulations. She also said Conservation Field Days is coming up in September, and the annual River Clean Up is scheduled for Sept. 29. 
· Mr. Snyder said that TCI is working on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed wind farm. TCI has summarized the comments collected during the scoping period. Mr. Snyder and Mr. Tayrien of Labella & Associates are also reviewing the comments and will work together to prepare a final scoping document to be issued by the County. Mr. Tayrien said that the project sponsor is often given “first crack” at the next four steps in the scoping process: 
· Tabulate the comments for tracking purposes

· Summarize the comments in narrative form

· Identify comments that require a revision in the draft scope.

· Generate the necessary revisions and include in an updated scope document
Ms. Arnold asked if there was a timeline that County must adhere to. Mr. Tayrien said the project sponsor has a projected timeline, however the County is under no requirement to adhere to it, and the County does not have a minimum required period for scoping. He said there is an opportunity for the applicant and the lead agency to cooperatively extend most portions of the SEQR process if necessary. Mr. McDonald said TCI now hopes to have the DEIS submitted to the County by mid-September.
Mr. McDonald distributed a table of the scoping comments that TCI compiled.

Ms. Arnold asked about the impact that Cortlandville’s moratorium would have on the project. Mr. Snyder said that if Cortlandville chooses not to allow wind towers, which they have the right to do, then TCI would be given the opportunity to revise the project. He said the towns that are involved agencies will need to provide approval, possibly change zoning and potentially do additional SEQR work.

· Mr. Preston said the Cooperative Extension Board of Directors has hired Ed Kossman as the new executive director for Cooperative Extension of Cortland County. 
· Cooperative Extension of Cortland County will be celebrating its 100 year anniversary in 2013. 

· Ms. Arnold said that some residents have inquired about showing a movie in the auditorium on wind farms, and also a presentation by Bryce Smith, a professor at Cortland State, that would present positive aspects of wind power. The clerk said no dates have been determined at this time.

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Wheelock.  The meeting was adjourned.
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