	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	july 12, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Legislator; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Glenn Reisweber, Lime Hollow; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Kim Curtis-Harris; Ray Rodgers (eagle scout); George Preston and Susan Prior, Cooperative Extension

	Not Present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of June 14, 2012, and July 3, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved. 

	Resolution #1
	Authorization to Seek Proposals for Transit Display Services for Cortland County-owned Buses

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Hartnett, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said this will allow his department to seek proposals to sell advertising on County buses. Ads will be sold only on the rear of the bus, and money raised will go to offset transportation projects, such as bus shelters. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Ms. Prior gave an overview of the Eat Smart New York program, a food and nutrition education program that helps participants learn about healthy eating and living habits. The program focuses on dietary improvements, food resource management and nutrition practices. 
· Ms. Barber gave an overview of various SWCD projects that are in process, such as the Drake farm in Lapeer and a two-million gallon manure storage tank in Marathon. SWCD is also working with the town of Cortlandville to develop a tracking and maintenance program for stormwater management. The retention basin (berm) project in the city is hopefully scheduled to begin construction in the fall. 
· Ms. Barber said the City of Cortland is interested in creating a composting program. Some of the aquatic plants harvested each year from Little York and other lakes may be provided to mix with leaves and other wood products to begin the composting program. 
· Mr. Dineen said that he has met with the City redistricting commission and informed them that if the city districts are left the way they are, it would require weighted voting. The commission did not want to reduce to 7 districts with an 8th representative, so they will redraw the existing eight districts to avoid weighted voting. Mr. Ross noted that the City of Ithaca just unanimously reduced its Common Council from seven to five members. 
· Mr. Preston said that Camp Owhata has surpassed its goal of 600 participants at this point in the year.  

· The Cooperative Extension Search Committee has identified a person of interest to interview for the Executive Director with hopes of filling the position this fall.

· Mr. Dineen spoke about the Agricultural District Review. The district is an eight-year program, and the current district expires in April of 2013. Cortland County has about 2,000 parcels with about 125,000 acres. He said the review is a very time consuming process, and an agricultural review worksheet must be compiled for each of the 2,000 parcels. Mapping of the district also needs to be completed and submitted to NYS Ag & Markets by March of 2013. 
· Mr. Reisweber gave an update on the Lime Hollow Nature Center and Mr. Rogers spoke about a new bridge that he will be installing as part of an Eagle Scout project. Mr. Reisweber said the NYS Open Space Plan, last reviewed in 2009, establishes grounds for grant applications. Cortland County’s priority project for many years has been the development of a NYS Park. Mr. Reisweber said he would like Lime Hollow to be included in the Open Space Plan in 2014, and if possible would like a seat on the board, representing the County. 

· Lime Hollow will soon add another 31 acres of green space from the Osbeck family, and there is another 38 acres of un-developable land owned by the Cortland County IDA that Lime Hollow is hoping to access. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.
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