	Cortland County Solid Waste Committee

	Minutes
	June 12, 2012
	 11:00 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. J. Troy called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Meeting

	committee Members present
	John Troy, Chairman; Newell Willcox, Vice Chair; Kathie Arnold, Dave Fuller, Anthony Pace, Danny Ross and Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department; Mike Park, legislator; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Brian Parker, Buildings & Grounds.

	not present
	

	Minutes
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve the Minutes of May 8, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Discussion Items

	Solid Waste Survey
Mr. Chambers and Ms. Arnold reported that the survey targeting landfill and recycling center users has been finished. It was sent to those with accounts in the Solid Waste Department, and it was made available at both sites and the Highway Department website. The return date was set for June 20 and a solid waste employee will compile the results. 
Recycling Center Alarm System
Mr. Parker said the County is experiencing difficulties with the existing alarm system at the Recycling Center. A new, non-proprietary alarm system can be installed for $1,700 and it will be maintained by the County, rather than call the existing vendor every time work needs to be done. Mr. Chambers said this would be paid for out of the Recycling Center building maintenance line, which has the money in it. Mr. Purser said as this is an emergency situation, the committee has the authority to approve the department to move forward. Ms. Arnold made a motion to install a new system. Second by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
Mercury Collection/Disposal
Mr. Chambers said a product stewardship with mercury-based products is being considered by the state. The costs of collection would not be borne by the County, rather a $5 bounty would be paid by the manufacturers. Mr. Chambers will keep the committee informed.
Sand/Salt Purchase - Homer
Mr. Chambers said the DEC has said the County needs a covered sand/salt storage facility at the landfill. Rather than build such a facility, the County has been purchasing the material from the Town of Homer. He said the process has worked well to date and he would like authority to continue. Ms. Arnold made a motion to continue the practice. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Landfill/Recycling Advisory Committees

· Mr. Chambers said the two advisory committees set up to review practices at the solid waste facilities have not met yet. The committee asked Mr. Chambers to prepare an RFP for operating the Recycling Center for review in July, with no County employees.
· The committee discussed the reduced activity and subsequent reduced revenues at the Recycling Center. Ms. Arnold asked if the JM Murray Center would be willing to open and renegotiate its contract with the County due the reduced workload. Mr. Willcox said he would approach the Murray Center about this. Mr. Troy said that a letter should be written to major businesses and schools making a plea that utilization of the County Recycling Center helps offset County costs. 



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Pace. The meeting was adjourned.
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