	Cortland County Solid Waste Committee

	Minutes
	May 8, 2012
	 11:00 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. J. Troy called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Meeting

	committee Members present
	John Troy, Chairman; Newell Willcox, Vice Chair; Kathie Arnold, Dave Fuller, Anthony Pace, Danny Ross and Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department; Mike Park, Sandy Price,  Dick Bushnell, legislators; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dave Hartnett, Assistant County Attorney; Ernie Dodge, JM Murray Center; Ray Oliver and Mike Barylski

	not present
	

	Minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the Minutes of April 10, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	resolution No. 1
	Award Household Hazardous Waste Contract

	discussion
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Chambers said there is a 50% reimbursement grant from the state for this service, but it usually takes a few years to receive. He said it may cost up to $8,000. There is a minimum charge, and there is an average of 150 cars per year, which costs about $4,600. The lowest bidder has a minimum cost of $5,000. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	NYS Part 360 Regulations Letter
Mr. Chambers said the NY Association of Solid Waste Facility Operators has reviewed the new Part 360 Regulations and drafted a letter to membership, asking that counties forward it to local and regional representatives, asking for relief of some of the Part 360 changes. Ms. Arnold made a motion that the letter be sent, pending one change. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor of sending the letter on behalf of the Committee. None opposed. The motion was approved. 
Recycling Center

Mr. Troy said that he, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Park and Mr. Willcox had met with Mr. Ernie Dodge of the Murray Center who is managing the Recycling Center. He said due to fluctuation in cardboard commodity pricing, cardboard is not being dropped off at the Recycling Center. He said this will have an impact on revenue received. Mr. Dodge said there is a private company that is paying haulers for their cardboard. He said large haulers, such as Waste Management and Casella, only utilize the Recycling Center a few times per week, while the smaller, local haulers are utilizing the Recycling Center regularly. Mr. Willcox said that with average flow he anticipated a $75,000 loss at the Recycling Center. Under current circumstances, with reduced flow, the County is looking at a loss of nearly $275,000. Mr. Dodge said the Recycling Center is down about 295 tons of salable material after the first four months of 2012. Mr. Chambers said through the end of April in 2010 the County had received $121,000; 2011 was only $79,000 and 2012 is $48,000. Mr. Ross said the Murray Center and the County should look into accepting cooking oil, which there is a market for. Mr. Dodge said the volume of electronics being dropped off is up this year, but he does not know where the market is for that material. 
Solid Waste Survey

Ms. Arnold reviewed the survey she prepared for haulers. Mr. Fuller suggested adding questions regarding the Recycling Center, in addition to the landfill. The survey can be sent to all haulers, placed on the website, and dropped at the weigh station and other locations. 

Solid Waste Conference

Ms. Arnold said a recent conference discussed gasification of solid waste. She said she learned at the conference that  thermal gasification is not really happening in the United States as of yet. The mixed nature of municipal solid waste is a problem that needs to be overcome. Covanta Energy Corp. recently announced a commercial demonstration based on a 300-ton per day module. 

Solid Waste Local Law

Mr. Troy said the local law introduced and defeated in 2011 was not passed due to the controversial nature of out-of-county trash and material with a Beneficial Use Determination (BUD). Mr. Ross and Mr. Fuller said that while many were in support of accepting BUD, there is very little that can be found within the County’s borders. Mr. Fuller had previously asked Mr. Purser to re-draft a local law to combine all the previous laws and regulations into one comprehensive one. The committee decided to wait on the law until further research can be done on the viability of BUD and the Recycling Center. Mr. Troy created a committee of  legislators Ross (Chairman), Willcox and Troy to investigate the use of BUD at the County landfill. He also created a committee of legislators Willcox (chairman), Ross and Wheelock to review operations at the Recycling Center and propose potential changes/improvements. 
Landfill Closure Costs

Mr. Troy said the County is not setting aside enough money for capping cells. Mr. Chambers said there is about $400,000 in the fund now, with an estimated closing cost of between $1-2 million. The last cell capped was 6.9 acres and cost just over $1 million. The next capping project will be nearly 11 acres and will need to be covered within the “next couple of years.” Mr. Willcox noted two different accounts on a balance sheet titled landfill closure with $400,000 and landfill/phase2/cell2 has nearly $500,000. If these two account can both be utilized the County will be in better shape. Mr. Chambers said that Cell 2 is the new cell that does not need to be capped yet. Mr. Murphy said he will review these accounts. Mr. Chambers said some money was set aside a few years ago for a “pipeline,” and that money might still be available. 



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Pace. The meeting was adjourned.
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