	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	April 12, 2012
	10:00 am
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Kevin Whitney, Chairman; Vice Chair; Susan Briggs; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, John Natoli, Don Spaulding, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Lee Price and Herb Barnhart, Sheriff’s Office; Mark Suben and Jen Buggs, District Attorney’s Office; Ray Parker, Tony Pace, Mike Park, Sandy Price and Dave Fuller, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, Info. Tech.; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Ed Goehler, Public Defender; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Angela Perry and ReBecca Canzano, Traffic Safety Board; Kim McRea Friedman, Cortland Prevention Resources; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC.

	Not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Adopt Local Law No. 3 of 2012 – A Local Law Prohibiting Within Cortland County the Use, Possession, Purchase, Attempted Purchase, Selling, Public Display for Sale. Attempted Sale, or Giving Of Alternative and/or Synthetic Marijuana as Defined Herein

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Mr. Suben said NYS has banned the sale of these substances, but not possession. Adopting this law will allow police agencies to search suspects and allow the DA to prosecute when necessary. Pursuant to the NYS ban being adopted, the County Health Department has visited all sites that may have these items in stock, and informed them of the ban. Mr. Suben said enforcement of the ban is civil in nature, not criminal, and can only result in a fine. He said NYS is developing a criminal law, but it will take much longer than this local ordinance. Once a state law is in affect, it will supersede the local law. Ms. Cutia said that the Probation Department supports this legislation, and that drug tests are coming up positive for synthetic drugs that mimic illegal drugs. Ms. Friedman distributed a handout of what typical products look like, as well as the variety of agencies that are combating the problem through education and prevention. Mr. Pace said drug abuse affects many aspects of County government, from education, to the Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney, Public Defender, Probation, Health Department and more. Sheriff Price asked that Ms. Friedman be provided time to discuss local impacts and effects of these products at Legislative Session. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Intra-Office Agreement (Child Advocacy Program – Contracting with VIP Installations)

	discussion
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Suben said this is to get authorization to pay bills for work being done at the Child Advocacy Center. The work is all done through grant money, and the resolution follows the County’s rules to allow for payment. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	· Ms. Canzano gave an overview of the Traffic Safety Board, explaining that the Board reviews and signs all local grant applications to the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Council. The board administers the car seat program, educational outreach in local schools and other programs. The board will be meeting May 2 to sign grants that are due May 15. The board meets every other month. There are 14 people on the board, but there is no legislative representative at this time. 
· Ms. Cutia said she will be preparing the Probation Department’s annual plan, and this year it is required the plan be reviewed by the Criminal Justice Advisory Board. 
· Ms. Cutia said she has seen an increase in electronic monitoring sentenced from local judges, which saves the County money by not housing inmates in the jail, or sending inmates to other jails.

· Mr. Goehler said he has two vacancies in his office; an assistant Public Defender and investigator. Mr. Murphy said he is receiving regular reports regarding the number of cases being contracted out to assigned counsel. 
· Mr. Moses said he has cited a local franchise for improper practice, which will likely result in a statewide change in practice at all stores. 

· Sheriff Price said that his department budget will likely exceed the budgeted amounts, particularly in the overtime and vehicle repair lines. 

· The Clerk said that the NYS legislation from last year’s home rule request for an increase in surcharge on both the wireless phone and landlines from $.30 to $1.00 is still sitting on the floor of the state legislature, and this month Cortland County will consider resolutions endorsing that legislation.
· Mr. Suben said County and Supreme Court judges have not received a raise in nearly 15 years, and by law the DA’s salary is linked to that of County judges. He said NYS has budgeted 100% of the increase of the salary. Mr. Murphy said that is only for one year. Mr. Suben said the local municipality does not have the authority to deny the pay increase. 

· Mr. Suben requested authority to allow the District Attorney to renovate the former DMV space in the courthouse for a Grand Jury room. He said the Office of Court Administration pays per square foot of space utilized, but have not indicated if they will do so for a new room. Mr. Park said he has previously authorized DA office space, not a grand jury renovation, and at this point he is not prepared to do so. Mr. Murphy said OCA is currently utilizing space they currently rent for the Grand Jury, and if additional space is allocated for the Grand Jury, then OCA ought to be paying for that as well. He said he will discuss this further with involved departments and report back to the committee. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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