	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	April 12, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator;  Mike Park, Sandy Price, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Shawn Smith and Angela Perry, Cooperative Extension; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Janet Steck; Brian Parker, Fish & Wildlife Rep.

	Not Present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of March 8, 2012. Seconded by Mr. R. Parker. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved. 

	Resolution #1
	Amend 2012 Budget/Planning Department – STOA Program

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Dineen said that NYS provides estimates each year on the amount of funds to be provided. This resolution accepts additional funds, above the initial estimates. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Soil & Water Conservation

Ms. Barber said a press conference for Rural Road Safety initiative will be held soon. She said plans are progressing well for the annual tree & shrub pick up (nearly 300 orders), the Cortland Blooms Festival and the Water Festival. 

The SWCD has applied for $1.5 million in grant funds for agriculture projects, and all of that will be funded, which will lead to nearly $11 million in total project costs. 

The DEC has not submitted the second Watershed Implementation Plan regarding the Total Maximum Daily Load. She said some meetings are being held around the state to keep people involved and educated. Mr. Ross asked that a meeting be set up here in Cortland County. Ms. Price said this could also be discussed at a CCTVS meeting.

Cooperative Extension

Shawn Smith and Angela Perry spoke about the Bike Safety Program. It is funded through a grant through the Governor’s Traffic Safety Board. It provides education, as well as helmets for children. It has been in existence for nearly 20 years and hands out about 500 helmets each year. They presented a PowerPoint presentation about the Recycling Used Bikes and Educating Youth (RUBEY) Program.
First Transit/Mobility Management
Mr. Dineen said the grant for the Mobility Manager has been extended for another two years. The program is looking at how to provide better service to Cornell and TC3. They are working with TCAT of Tompkins County to share services or routes. 
Mr. Dineen said the department is looking at using buses for Meals on Wheels once buses are taken out of service. The buses are often still in good shape for driving, but can no longer be used for public transportation. 
Reapportionment/Redistricting

Mr. Fuller said, according to the newspaper, the City has no intention of reducing City Wards. Mr. Ross said this decision should not be made by the Legislature, rather the voting public should determine whether or not to cut legislative districts. Mr. Park asked if the committee Legislators Hartnett, Pace, Parker and Ross had met with the City yet. Mr. Ross said they had not, and asked Mr. Dineen to continue to attempt to set up a meeting with City reps.
Flooding/Stormwater Management

Ms. Price said the Advisory Committee has been meeting with town representatives from all municipalities to review the County All-Hazard Mitigation Plan, and select potential projects for each town to work toward.

Hunting/Fishing/Trapping Legislation

Mr. B. Parker, the Legislative Representative on the Region 7 Fish & Wildlife Management Board, discussed hunting license fees. He said fees were raised several years ago with the intent to use the money to fill vacancies in DEC offices and other sportsmen initiatives. He said NYS has raided the fund several times, while many environmental programs have been cut. He said advocacy groups are asking that the money be put back in the budget, or call for a reduction in licensing fees. The Committee asked Mr. B. Parker to bring a resolution for next month’s meeting.
New York Jets
Mr. Fuller said with the addition of Tim Tebow to the NY Jets, there may be a need for additional parking and transportation this summer for training camp. Mr. Dineen said in 2010 there was an agreement with the Cortland City School District, which was less expensive than First Transit, to transport people to and from the former Smith Corona parking lot and the practice field. Mr. Dineen said there is going to be a new retail building and McDonalds in the Smith Corona lot this year, and not as much room will be available, but the City School was willing to open its parking lot on Valley View Drive. Mr. Murphy said that SUNY has opened up non-athletic fields for parking, which has alleviated all parking problems in the past. Ms. Price said the Chamber of Commerce, BDC/IDA, Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, County, City and SUNY representatives are all involved parties and should work together. Mr. Murphy said SUNY has taken the lead in organizing in the past, and he will ensure the County is involved. 
TCI/Crown City Windfarm

Mr. Park said he has met with representatives from Solon, Homer and Truxton, and invited Cortlandville, to discuss how to proceed with the project on a unified front. Another meeting will be scheduled soon and Mr. Park will keep the committee updated on the discussions.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.
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