	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	March 8, 2012
	1:30 PM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Kevin Whitney, Chairman; Vice Chair; Susan Briggs; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Don Spaulding, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Lee Price, Rob Derkson and Mark Helms, Sheriff’s Office; Mark Suben, District Attorney’s Office; Bob Duell and Brenda DeRusso, Fire & Emergency Management; Mike Park, Don Spaulding, Tony Pace, Dave Fuller, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Rob Corpora, Info. Tech.; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Kristin Snyder, Public Defender’s Office; Chris LeFever, Probation; Dick Tupper, Cortlandville Town Supervisor; Kevin Sharp, Coroner

	Not present
	John Natoli

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Land Acquisition – Emergency Interoperable Communications System

	discussion
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. The clerk advised the name on the resolution, Gutchess Timberlands must be changed to “Farm East.” Mr. Whitney said the cost of leasing tower space with American Tower is much higher than the County is willing to pay, and this resolution authorizes the purchase of two parcels which will allow the County to build its own towers. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Home Rule Request – Wireless telephone surcharge

	discussion
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. The County has tried to implement this for the last three years and have been denied by the state. The surcharge would provide an estimated $200,000 in revenue. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Amend Resolution 39-12 – Coroners Fees/Lourdes Hospital

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Sharp said the alcohol level and serum drug screen are unavoidable costs during an autopsy, however the radiographs are seldom if ever used, and usually refer to the death of an infant.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Authorize Contract – Systems East/Credit Card Program

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Larkin said this allows for credit card transactions at the Clerk’s office. There is no cost for the County, rather a fee is charged to the user. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #5
	Accept Funds/Amend Budget – Cortlandville/Protective Equipment

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. Mr. Pace asked about the training that will be provided to officers. Sheriff Price said that the County’s first, and only taser, was purchased in 2008. The County has a policy and procedure for its use, and two officers have already been trained. He said the City police have been carrying tasers for about five years. Capt. Helms said the tasers are to be used as a threat rather than a weapon, and hopefully they will never need to be used. He said that if they are used an official review will be done. Supervisor Tupper said the town of Cortlandville recognizes the work and burden of the Sheriff’s Department due to patrols in Cortlandville, and thus the board has made the donation. Several years ago the town provided a decibel meter to the County when a noise ordinance was passed. The committee thanked Mr. Tupper and the town board for its contribution. Sheriff Price said he would have liked to purchase tasers for many years, but money was not provided in the County budget. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #6
	Appoint Jail Physician – Dr. Trabout

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Sheriff Price said the doctor will charge the same rate as the previous contract. Mr. Purser advised that the appointment can not exceed the term of the legislature. Ms. Briggs made a motion to amend the resolution to end Dec. 31, 2013. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor of the amendment and the resolution. 

	resolution #7
	Authorize Agreement – K&A Adiologic Technology, Inc.

	discussion
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. Sheriff Price said this service allows for x-rays to be done in the jail, rather than at the hospital, which requires a costly transport, thus saving the County money. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #8
	Extend Keyboard Specialist Position – Public Defender

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Murphy explained that this position was permanent in years past, but was taken out of the 2012 budget because the Assigned Counsel Program was scheduled to be moved to the County Attorney’s office. This position is necessary until the transition is complete. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	· Ms. DeRusso said that a Public Officials conference has been scheduled for April 4 at the Cortlandville Training Center to help officials know and understand their respective roles in case of a declaration of a State of Emergency. 
· Mr. Whitney said negotiations are ongoing with New World Systems and a technician will be on site the week of March 26.
· While the committee has decided not to allocate funds for the Air-One Helicopter out of Onondaga County, Sheriff Price shared that over the past 7 years the helicopter has operated for 24.8 hours in Cortland County – for 17 police calls and 7 EMS calls.


	adjournment
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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