	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	March 8, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Matthew Nojiri, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator;  Mike Park, Sandy Price, Tony Pace, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Syd McEvoy and Barb Henza, Cooperative Extension; Mike Barylski; Mecke Nagel, Amanda Barber, SWCD. 

	Not Present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Wheelock made a motion to approve the minutes of February 9, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved. 

	Resolution #1
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County/First Transit

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Dineen said this resolution renews the agreement with First Transit to operate in Cortland County. Changes to the contract include adding a Cornell route and taking out the salary of the drivers. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #2
	Amend 2012 Budget – 5311 NYS Operating Assistance

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Dineen said the County received additional funds from the state. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #3
	Amend 2012 Budget – NYS DOT Federal Section 5311 Capital Grant for 2011 and 2012

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Dineen said this resolution accepts money to purchase buses. It was anticipated the money would come through last year, but did not. There is no County funding going into the bus purchases. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Amend 2012 Budget and Establish an Appropriation and Revenue Account – NYS Dept. of Transportation/Needs Assessment

	discussion
	Mr. Wheelock made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Dineen said this is a grant to complete a needs assessment to determine how much the County spends on transportation through various agencies in the County. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Soil & Water Conservation

Ms. Barber said the department is preparing for construction season to implement a number of agricultural grants. She said the annual fish stocking and planting programs are doing very well, with sales above average. The Water Festival is tentatively set for June 2. The SWCD may apply for a forestry management grant through the USDA for timberland improvements. 
Ms. Barber distributed information on Hydrilla, an invasive plant species that Tompkins County is asking for state assistance to fight. Mr. Fuller made a motion to send a letter from the Ag & Planning Committee in support of state funding for battling this invasive species in Central New York.
Cooperative Extension

Mr. McEvoy informed the committee about a resource-sharing seminar April 20 hosted by Cornell, targeting counties in Central New York.
Mr. McEvoy introduced Barb Henza, who spoke about the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. The program began in 2005, for the 2004 tax year. The program also makes visits to rural senior centers and did 647 returns last year. There was an estimated $81,000 in fees saved for seniors last year. The criteria for the program is a maximum household income of $50,000, among other requirements. Returns for farms or rental property are not permitted through this program.
Mr. McEvoy said that this will be his last committee meeting, as he is retiring, and he thanked the legislators for their support over the years. He said an interim director will be named soon, and applications for a full time director are being accepted until March 16.
Flooding/Stormwater Committee

Ms. Price said the Flooding/Stormwater committee met recently to review the Countywide Hazard Mitigation Plan. The group met with the representatives from Lapeer, Virgil and Harford to review the portions of the plan specific to their towns. The next meeting will be April 10 at 5 p.m. to review the towns of Truxton, Cuyler and Solon. 
Reapportionment/Redistricting

Mr. Park said he has spoken with the Mayor of Cortland, who is putting together a commission on potential redistricting. He said the city commission should get together with the sub-committee of Ag & Planning (Legislators Ross, Hartnett, Bushnell and Pace). Mr. Dineen said he will schedule a meeting.
TCI/County Lease Agreement

Mr. Ross said that as the proposed lease agreement is for property on the landfill, Mr. Fuller has agreed to refer this issue to the Highway Committee. Mr. Park said that TCI Renewables has denied holding a Question & Answer session for the public, saying their policy is strictly to hold open houses for one-on-one discussions with the public. Ms. Arnold said she has received a request for the use of the County auditorium to show documentaries on wind farms. Mr. Park emphasized that any information presented should be provided in a unbiased and balanced manner. The request for use of the auditorium was referred to the Building & Grounds committee.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.
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