	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	february 9, 2012
	1:30 PM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Kevin Whitney, Chairman; Dick Bushnell, Vice Chair; Susan Briggs; Don Spaulding, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Lee Price, Herb Barnhart, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde and Skip Chapman, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney’s Office; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Dave Fuller, Mike Park, Sandy Price, Tony Pace, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC radio; Jack Hess and Rob Corpora, Info. Tech.; Greg Greene; Grant VanSant; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Kristin Snyder, Public Defender’s Office.

	Not present
	 Amy Cobb, John Natoli

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Agreement – Onondaga County – Shared Public Safety Communications Center Study

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. Mr. Whitney said that Onondaga County will act as the lead agency for this grant application, of which $2,500 would be the County’s share. The project will study potential Emergency shared services between Central New York counties, and once complete will allow for additional grant possibilities. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Accept Grant/Amend Budget – IECS Grant

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. The Committee thanked Mr. Hess, Mr. Corpora and the other members of the Communications Advisory Board for their efforts in obtaining the $4 million in grant funds. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Amend 2012 Budget – Child Advocacy Center (Dist. Attorney)

	discussion
	Mr. Wheelock made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Suben said this is additional grant funding for the Child Advocacy Program and it does not cost the County. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	County Clerk Update:

Ms. Larkin said the annual Naturalization Ceremony will be held in the courthouse this week. 
Jack Hess of the IT Department has applied for a grant for e-mail archiving through the NYS Archives. This will include the records of the County, Cortlandville and the Cortlandville Fire District. 

Air-One Helicopter

Mr. Duell said that Onondaga County’s “Air One” helicopter is looking for funding. Oswego County has agreed to donate $10,000, and Cayuga County has pledged $5,000. Onondaga County will not deny services to the County, but would appreciate financial assistance. In the past it has been used for both medical and criminal justice events. Mr. Murphy said that Onondaga County can bill insurance for some of these services, and they also have corporate sponsors to help offset costs. He said the County is not in a financial situation to be making donations. Sheriff Price said the helicopter has worked for this County for many years, and the County has never been charged, and he would like to see the County make an effort to assist. Ms. Briggs asked that this be revisited next month.
Precious Metals Law 
Mr. Moses said that an investigative reporter from Texas has done a report on unethical buying of precious metals by a company that frequents Cortland County. Mr. Whitney said he has heard from several local businesses that claim they would be detrimentally affected by this law, which is not its intended purpose. He said the law, as written, is virtually unenforceable by the Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Moses said many itinerant dealers he has spoken with are in favor of the law. Mr. Whitney made a motion that no action be taken, the law be taken from the agenda and tabled indefinitely. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Other Business

· Mr. Suben said he has spoken with the Building & Grounds Committee, and has been given approval by Mr. Murphy and Mr. Park to utilize space in the former DMV facility in the courthouse for a grand jury room and other office space. He said forfeiture funds will offset any costs. 
· Mr. Whitney said negotiations are ongoing with New World Systems. Several meetings have been set to determine all County concerns, and the best way for New World to address them. He said he will be requesting that New World have an employee(s) on-site to assist. 

· Mr. VanSant said he is in attendance as the “emissary for the Bar Association” in regards to the Assigned Counsel situation, and would be willing to speak to the committee in the future if they have questions or concerns. 



	adjournment
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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