	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	February 9, 2012
	10:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at @ 10:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chair; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller; Don Spaulding

	attendees
	Kristen Monroe, DSS; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Liz Haskins, Agency on Aging; Mike Park, Ray Parker, Tony Pace, legislators; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	John Natoli

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Agreement – Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance 

	Discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Monroe said this is for a Memorandum of Understanding with the state. It provides the County with 34 new computers, at no County cost. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Re-Appoint Commissioner of Social Services – Kristen Monroe

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made  a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Price said a performance evaluation was done last year, and that Ms. Monroe did exceptionally well. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Other Discussion Items

	· Ms. Price and Ms. Haskins have visited all the Senior Centers in the County, introducing Ms. Haskins and assuring them that services will continue despite the change in leadership at the Area Agency on Aging.
· The temporary assistance caseload has been flat all year, but there has been a shift towards more safety net cases, which has a larger local portion. Ms. Monroe said the safety net applications have doubled in the last five years. She said that food stamp numbers are flat for the first time in many years. She said Child Protective Hotline cases ballooned about three years ago and are still relatively high. 
· The governor’s state budget proposal calls for eliminating the administrative support for child support services, leaving only federal and local dollars. That equates to a 17% cut. The budget also calls for a cap on Medicaid administration this year, with a plan to eventually (2018) take over the Medicaid program. She said cutting administration prior to the state taking over will cause problems throughout the state. 

· Ms. Monroe said she would like Brian Moore to attend the April meeting and walk the committee through the application process for temporary assistance. 

· Mr. Fuller asked about the Oswego County case requiring drug testing for social service benefits. Ms. Monroe said there are constitutional issues and it is not likely to be enforced at this point. 

· Mr. Bullock said that the County Health Department is requiring a $150 food permits from Veterans Organizations serving food. He said there is a waiver available, but it is not promoted. Mr. Pace said he will follow up with the Health Department on this and review regulations. 
Board Updates
· Mr. Fuller said the NYS Nutrition Program is celebrating 40 years this month and a recognition of the County program will be presented at the February Legislative meeting. 
· Mr. Troy will be unable to attend the Older Americans meetings, and Ms. Price said she will be the liaison for this board. Ms. Haskins said dinners and other events are being planned for Older Americans Month in May.
· Mr. Pace said the Youth Bureau Board held an organizational meeting. The board needs some new members and they discussed updating the board’s bylaws. Mr. Fuller said there is a joint Youth Commission for Cincinnatus and parts of Chenango County, and there may be a representative willing to serve on the board.
· Mr. Fuller the last meeting of the RSVP board welcomed new members, replacing some that had reached the term limit. He said there are several open positions, such as driving veterans to appointments, and that RSVP is in need of volunteers. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  The meeting was adjourned.
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