	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	december 6, 2012
	10:00 am
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Kevin Whitney, Chairman; Dick Bushnell, Vice Chair; Amy Cobb; Dave Fuller, Don Spaulding, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Mike Park, Tony Pace, legislators; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, Info. Tech.; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Bob Duell, FEMO; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lee Price and Herb Barnhart, Sheriff; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Whitney Meeker, County Coroner; Donna Johnson, DA’s Office; Ed Goehler, Public Defender; Catherine Wilde and Skip Chapman, Cortland Standard.

	Not present
	

	Minutes
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2012 meeting. Second by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Resolution Appointing a Coroner’s Physician

	discussion
	On motion of Ms. Cobb, second by Mr. Spaulding Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Ms. Meeker explained that as the County Coroners are not physicians, the County must appoint one to sign death certificates. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 was approved.

	resolution #2
	Authorize Agreement – Emergency Medicine Physicians

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Ms. Cobb, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. Ms. Meeker said that this allows other physicians to sign death certificates if Dr. Carrie Jackson is not available. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 2 was approved.

	resolution #3
	Appoint/Re-Appoint Fire Advisory Board

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Wheelock, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 3 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 3 was approved.

	Discussion Items

	Electronic Monitoring

Ms. Cutia said that almost all of the judges who were surveyed about electronic monitoring. say that they will and do consider electronic monitoring for certain cases. Many indicated that if a person is detained without bail it is with good reason. The judges agreed that electronic monitoring should be used as a pre-trial release, rather than a sentencing. 

Operation Southbound / Drug Bust

Sheriff Price said that Operation Southbound was a great success, and thanked all the agencies that were involved. The statewide investigation originated with the County Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Goehler said that this will cost the County a significant amount in assigned counsel cases, as the Public Defender’s Office can only handle two of the 39 arrested due to conflict, as most of those arrested are charged with conspiracy. Sheriff Price said that he also expects significant costs in housing out those who have been arrested – as much as $100,000 per month. Ms. Cobb asked about the seized funds and materials, and what will be done with it. Sheriff Price said the seized funds, if there are any, will be distributed by the Attorney General’s office among the agencies that were involved. Mr. Murphy said if the money is provided, then it is up to the Sheriff how the money will be spent. He said about 104 hours of overtime was used in one day to make the arrests and process arraignments in this case. Mr. Pace said he would like to see if the County could get a running total of the costs associated with this bust. Sheriff Price commended the dispatch center for their work – as the arrests were being made, a high-speed chase was occurring through Cortlandville and Homer.

Sheriff Price said about $200,000 is budgeted for overtime in that line, and the department has already spent about $275,000. Some of that is due to employees being out for various reasons. In January there were five people out at once. Mr. Whitney thanked the Sheriff for his presentation and asked that more regular budget updates be given to the committee. 
Sheriff Price said he is requesting the NYS Department of Criminal Justice do an efficiency study on the County Road Patrol, and thinks the results will show the department is running very efficiently. 

Assigned Counsel Program

Mr. Whitney said several meetings and discussions have been held with the Bar Association, and said the group is considering multiple options, including a conflict attorney. He said he has not heard anything back from the Bar Association recently, and that “the ball is in their court.” 
New World Systems

Mr. Whitney said the County is still withholding payment to New World Systems on a variety of issues that have not been adequately addressed. The County has paid $40,000 of the $80,000 that is owed for 2012, and another $80,000 will soon be due for 2013. Mr. Murphy said all future payments will be withheld until New World addresses the County’s concerns. 

Interoperable Communications Update

Mr. Corpora said the project is moving forward very fast now, and the anticipated implementation date is between April and June. He said the County has filed for a waiver with the FCC to extend the Jan. 1 deadline, and that these waivers are being granted to counties that are in the process of becoming compliant with new regulations. New World Systems will have a software upgrade that is necessary for final implementation, and the company still feels they will be ready in December.

	adjournment
	Mr. Wheelock made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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