	 Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	December 6, 2012
	9:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross, Chair; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, Larry Cornell, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Kevin Whitney, Dave Fuller, Dick Bushnell, legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Victor Siegle; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Mike Barylski; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Amanda Barber, SWCD

	Not Present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Crown City Wind Farm SEQR Review

Mr. Pat Snyder said that the oral arguments in the Article 78 proceedings brought against the County by TCI were held December 5, and TCI has until Dec. 7 to provide additional documents to the courts. 
Mr. Park said that while the actions are proceeding in the courts, the County must also consider that a 30-day review period of the revised DEIS is underway, and asked Mr. Snyder about how to proceed. Mr. Snyder said TCI has requested a 30-day review period based upon a Nov. 17 revision of the DEIS. He said that the 30-day timeframe is a guideline and that if the County does not act within that timeframe there is no penalty. However, if the DEIS is not declared adequate by the courts, the legislature can not withhold action indefinitely. Mr. Park said hopefully the courts will have a decision by the Legislature’s Dec. 20 session, and if necessary the County could take action then. Ms. Arnold said she has been working with Kathy Spencer from Labella Associates to review inadequacies previously provided to TCI and determine if they have been addressed by TCI. 
Ms. Arnold made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss the pending litigation with TCI. Second by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

Following Executive Session, the committee agreed to hold a special meeting Dec. 13 at 11:30 to review the comments from Ms. Arnold and Labella regarding the most recent revision of the DEIS.

Ms. Arnold said that the Wind Farm Code of Conduct, brought to attention at the last Ag & Planning meeting by Mr. Paul Heider, was required by a resolution of the County Legislature, which stated that TCI must adhere to it. She said that the Attorney General’s office has told Mr. Heider that even if there were a breach of the Code of Conduct, their office would not provide him with details. Mr. Purser said a letter can be sent from his office to the Attorney General requesting information on an alleged breach of the Code of Conduct. 
Cortland Transit
Mr. Dineen said the winter routes for First Transit had started over the weekend, and there were only 32 total riders. The routes go out to Greek Peak and expanded city routes. Mr. Hartnett said that the Route 6 bus is often late, which results in people being late to work. 
Mr. Dineen said that the County issued an RFP to hire a company to sell bus advertising, however there were no proposals submitted. There are some companies that sell advertising in Binghamton, Ithaca and Syracuse, but it appears there is not enough of a market in Cortland to interest a firm. The Transportation Advisory Committee will discuss how to move forward and Mr. Dineen will report back to the committee

Agricultural District Review
Mr. Dineen said the County Agriculture District is reviewed every eight years, and distributed a copy of the properties being taken out of the district (548, about 6,000 acres), and those being added to it (86 parcels, just under 4,000 acres). The total list is about 1,800 properties making up about 120,000 acres to be renewed. The Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board has decided to take any parcels smaller than seven acres out of the district, unless a request from the property owner indicates otherwise and that the property is active farmland. The process requires a public hearing, which will be held Dec. 20. 
Soil & Water Conservation

Ms. Barber said the district is in the process of applying for grants through the Agricultural Non-Point Source Program, and is applying for about $1 million, which if funded will result in more than $1.5 million in implemented projects. She asked the committee for a motion to support the grants, so that she may include that in the applications. The grants include projects on five farms, including manure management, water quality protection, and over 1,500 acres of cover crops. Mr. Parker made a motion that the Ag & Planning Committee is in support of SWCD’s grant applications. Second by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

SWCD is working with Cortlandville on the operation and maintenance aspect of their Stormwater Management Program. 

The annual spring planting program is about ready to start, and SWCD has submitted a proposal to develop a willow “plantation” on the landfill property, which would allow the County to utilize the willows in future living snow-fence projects.
The annual Ag Summit will be Feb. 20 at the Ramada Inn in Cortland. 

Flooding & Stormwater Management Committee

Ms. Barber said attendance at the meetings has been low lately, as there has not been much flood activity to interest people. However, this is the best time to plan for mitigations. She said the next meeting of the committee was called for March 4, 2013 with hopes of rejuvenating the committee in the spring and developing a project to implement. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Wheelock.  The meeting was adjourned.


