	Cortland County Health & Human Services

	Minutes
	December 4, 2012
	9:00 aM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 a.m. 

	meeting Type
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Sandy Price, Chair; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; David Fuller, John Natoli, Anthony Pace, Don Spaulding; 

	attendees
	Mark Thayer, Mental Health; Mike Park, Gordon Wheelock, Don Boyden and Kevin Whitney, legislators; Catherine Feuerherm, Health Dept.; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Liz Haskins, Area Agency on Aging; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Robin Sandwick, E&T; Rebecca Canzano, Health/Youth Bureau; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard.

	Not present
	Amy Cobb - excused

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of November 6, 2012. Seconded by Mr. Natoli. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved.

	resolution #1
	Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Misc. Groceries and Frozen Foods

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Paper goods and Maintenance Supplies

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Natoli, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreement/Accept funds – Jacobus Center (State Grant)

	discussion
	On motion of Ms. Spaulding, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 3 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said this is an annual grant award that covers mostly personnel costs associated with STD programs mandated by the state. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Authorize Agreement/Kinney Management Services, LLC, Kchecks Licensing Fee (Health, Mental Health)

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Cornell, Agenda Item No. 4 was introduced. Ms. Feuerherm said that all health-service providers must be checked monthly for mal-practice cases, and the cost for the service is split with the Mental Health Department. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #5
	Re-Appoint Member – Cortland County Board of Health (Rahner) 

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Pace, Agenda Item No. 5 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #6
	Authorize Agreements/Accept Funds – Traffic Safety and Injury Prevention – Child Passenger Safety Program

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Spaulding, second by Mr. Pace, Agenda Item No. 6 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #7
	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Healthy Places to Live Work and Play Grant

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 7 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items
Area Agency on Aging

Ms. Haskins said that Patty Armstrong has officially retired, which has resulted in some restructuring of the department. Susan Pryor is filling that role now.
Medicare open enrollment ends Dec. 7, and there has already been 710 requests for assistance. 

The Heating Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) is in full swing, but not all checks have been sent out yet, and this year there have already been 25 clients out of fuel. The average HEAP payment is about $600, depending on the fuel source.

The NYS Connects phone line is seeing more calls for depression and other mental health concerns.

Ms. Haskins is touring senior centers to talk about sequestration and how mandates affect the County budget.

Mental Health Department
Mr. Thayer said he has had ongoing meetings with the city police and other agencies to work on a process and training for dealing with individuals with mental health issues in emergency situations.
Mr. Thayer said that the federal sequestration plan would have some significant affects on mental health programs, as well as nearly every other County program. He suggested that each department reach out to elected officials and media, as well as a collaborative effort. Mr. Murphy asked that potential impacts of sequestration be provided to the Clerk to compile in a letter to Cortland County’s state and federal officials. Mr. Pace submitted additional research on potential impacts and associated costs from sequestration.

Health Department
Ms. Feuerherm said flu season has arrived in Cortland County, and her concern is that there will be a rush for vaccines among the public as well as by providers. 
The Health Department has been asked to participate in a climate change conference with Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton in Ithaca in 2013, focusing on impacts on housing, the economy as well as other impacts.

Ms. Feuerherm said The Franziska Center has contacted her about the rates for special education itinerant teacher services. NYS sets the rates, which have not been raised in many years, and are set at $28 for a half hour session, which has resulted in a loss of more than $10,000 to the center. In Syracuse the rate is $32 per half hour session. The Franziska center and the Health Department are requesting an increase in the rates to $32 and asked for a letter of support from the committee. If approved, the rate change would cost about $5,000 more per year for the County. Mr. Cornell made a motion to support the rate increase. Second by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) is recommending that every baby boomer get tested for Hepatitis C.
Social Services

Ms. Monroe said that DSS has had to close about 40 daycare assistance cases to date because of a lack of funding. There has been significant outcry from parents as well as daycare centers. She said the County could provide additional money, but the money would be taken from other mandated programs, and be all local funds.
Youth Bureau

Applications are due Dec. 7 for the 2013 funding cycle. Ms. Canzano will be contacting all towns to ensure that applications are submitted. A meeting to determine allocations will be held Dec. 20.
Employment & Training

Ms. Sandwick said her department had a governance audit and there were no findings, which is good news, but video conferencing was suggested to be implemented, which will need to be addressed in the agencies bylaws first. 
Ms. Sandwick said there were 80 new applicants last month for unemployment benefits, which is much higher than a monthly average of 30 – but this is also the time of year for seasonal layoffs.

ProAct Prescription Drug Program

The committee reviewed a report from ProAct showing monthly and annual savings on prescription drugs. The Clerk has requested that ProAct mail out the discount cards, however ProAct has denied the request due to the cost of postage. They have indicated they would provide cards to “piggyback” on an existing countywide mailing, such as tax bills, or if the County would be willing to pay the cost of mailing. The committee asked the clerk to acquire additional cards for legislators to hand out, and to see if ProAct would provide cards to pharmacies.
 

	Executive Session – Mr. Cornell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss potential pending litigation. Second by Mr. Pace. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	adjourn
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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