	 Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	November 8, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross, Chair; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Kevin Whitney, Dave Fuller, legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Gareth McDonald,  Kevin Bernstein,  Bond, Schoenick & King; Victor Siegle; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Ed Kossman, CCE; Kim Harris; Mike Barylski; Althea Heider; Paul Heider; Martin Murphy, County Administrator. 

	Not Present
	Larry Cornell

	minutes
	Mr. Hartnett made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Boyden. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Grant Application, Accept Agreement, Amend Budget – Consolidated Operating and Capital Grant 2013-14

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Wheelock, second by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said this grant money is state assistance for public transportation, and is based on passenger miles traveled. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 was approved.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension

Ms. Janice Degni of CCE said Byrne Dairy plans to open a plant in Cortlandville and phase one includes a yogurt plant and then a visitor center, with phase two being a cold storage warehouse, and phase three being a cheese plant. Byrne will be looking to contract with local dairy farmers for milk. She said this could have a ripple effect on many other aspects of the economy in Cortland County.
Snowmobile Club Agreements

Mr. Dineen said that payments to the clubs are not released until the County receives money from the state. To expedite the process by about 45 days the money could be distributed when the County receives the vouchers from the state. The committee agreed to allow the early payment, based upon approval by the County Administrator.
Crown City Wind Farm SEQR Review

Mr. McDonald addressed the committee and informed them that while TCI has been removed from the queue for NYISO, the company still wants to continue and complete the SEQR process, and that TCI can re-apply to be in the connection queue. Mr. Snyder said that at this time there is no 30-day clock that the County must act within. He said the County’s determination of inadequacy was on the initial submission, and that TCI must re-submit a further revised DEIS, which would then begin the 30 day clock. Mr. Bernstein said there is a difference between adequacy and approval of the project. Mr. Purser said the County has a contract with Motorola for the Emergency Interoperable Communications System, and that contract could be in jeopardy if any windmills were to affect the operation of the radio system. Mr. Bernstein said that TCI will be responding to the initial collection of inadequacies provided at the Oct. 11 meeting, and requested discussions at or prior to a meeting in December with the Communications Advisory Board. Mr. Ross said that Madison County has four windfarms and would not permit the windmills until their consultants at Motorola approved. Ms. Arnold pointed out that a meeting was originally scheduled for Nov. 14 with the Communications Advisory Board, however TCI would not commit to that. Mr. McDonald said that TCI is willing to accommodate language within the DEIS stating that if a turbine is found to cause interference with the communication system, then the windmill would not be built. 

Mr. Paul Heider said that TCI has signed a code of conduct on file with the Attorney General, and he feels the DEIS was “falsely submitted” to the County as TCI is in violation of the Code of Conduct, and asked what the proper venue would be to submit this violation to the County. Mr. Purser said the Code of Conduct states that any violations would be heard by the Attorney General, and the County has no jurisdiction or enforcement authority. Gareth agreed that the Code of Conduct was submitted in 2009, however due to a lost copy it was filed again in 2012.
Meeting Time

Mr. Ross asked if there were any objections to switching the meeting time from 8 to 9 a.m. to accommodate Mr. Cornell’s schedule, who was recently appointed to the committee. There were none and the meeting was switched, pending approval from the Personnel Committee. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Wheelock.  The meeting was adjourned.


