	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	Ocotber 30, 2012
	4:00 PM
	county office building
LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Special Meeting

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross, Chair; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, Larry Cornell, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dave Fuller, Mike Park, Susan Briggs, Kevin Whitney, legislators; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Gareth McDonald and Brett O’Connor,  TCI Renewables; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Kathie Spencer of Labella  Associates; Ben Brazell, EDR Associates.

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	resolution #1
	Resolution Making a Declaration of Adequacy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Crown City Wind Farm

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Hartnett, second by Mr. Park, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. The Clerk explained that there are two resolutions on the agenda – one approving the DEIS, the other declaring it inadequate. The full legislature must take action at the meeting on one of the resolutions, and in order for the full legislature to vote on them, then both resolutions must be approved by the committee. Ms. Spencer provided a memo from Labella indicating their recommendations. She said Labella originally found 59 places where the original DEIS was inadequate with regard to the Scoping Document the County adopted. She said that TCI’s revised 10-23-12 DEIS is adequate based upon those 59 inadequacies. She said that Labella has not had adequate time to review the additional inadequacies that were generated by the Ag & Planning Committee. She said this review of the document should be related solely to the scoping document. She said the next level of review, the public review and development of the FEIS, is more directed toward a complete document with more thorough analysis. 

Mr. Snyder said he agreed with Ms. Spencer’s analysis of the SEQR process to date. 

Mr. McDonald said there is a difference between the comments/inadequacies received from Labella, and those from the Ag & Planning Committee, and that he feels the revised DEIS is adequate when compared with the scoping document. He urged legislators to approve the DEIS and allow the public to review it. 

Ms. Arnold said in addition to a lengthy list of inadequacies when compared with the scoping document, there are also errors like road names, property owners and other information that need to be corrected. She distributed a list of remaining inadequacies. She said TCI would be using the main route to the landfill for the construction of 12 turbines, or about 27% of the project, which could mean as many as 11,000 trips using that road, which could have an impact on landfill use and haulers. She said TCI has suggested setbacks of 3,300 feet from our communication towers, and looking at maps several are closer, falling short of the 3,300 foot setback. She said despite language saying that TCI would continue to liaise with various agencies about bird/bat and other studies, they have not been in contact with the US Fish & Wildlife Agency since 2009. She said this is important because there are newly nesting Bald Eagles living in the area now.

Mr. Ben Brazell said he has worked on 18 different wind farm projects in New York, and that the DEIS submitted by TCI is not only adequate for public review, but more comprehensive than any other document submitted. He said all of Ms. Arnold’s concerns are all content-related and can and should be addressed during the public review stage of SEQR. 
Mr. O’Connor said that ComSearch has produced five different reports that assessed all potential impacts to the County’s communications system, and have declared there would be no significant impact. He said that due to the size of this project TCI has no problems extending the comment period beyond the DEC’s recommended 45 days. Mr. Parker said the County should further review and accept the mitigations of any potential interference with the communications project before moving the document forward. Mr. Whitney said that the communications towers and system will be operational prior to the windmills, and if there is interference, how that interference will be mitigated is not adequately covered. 

Mr. O’Connor said that the NY ISO will remove TCI from the interconnection queue if the project has not reached the public review stage of SEQR. 

Mr. Ross made a motion to go into executive session to discuss potential litigation as it relates to the SEQR process. Second by Ms. Arnold. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

Following the executive session, Mr. Parker made a motion to amend the resolution to strike the final “Whereas” clause, which states the Ag & Planning Committee recommends acceptance of the DEIS.” 

All members voting in favor of the resolution, as amended; except Mr. Hartnett who was opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 was approved.

	resolution #2
	Resolution Making a Declaration of Inadequacy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Crown City Wind Farm

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Cornell, second by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. The clerk explained that both these resolutions are being approved to allow the full legislature to take action on the SEQR process. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.
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