	 Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	October 11, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross, Chair; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mike Park, Kevin Whitney and Sandy Price, legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder; Kathy Spencer, Labella & Associates; Gareth McDonald,  Brett O’Connor, TCI Renewables; Kevin Bernstien,  Bond, Schoenick & King; Victor Siegle; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Ed Kossman, CCE; Janet Steck; Kim Harris; Mike Barylski

	Not Present
	

	minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the Sept. 6, 2012 Special meeting, and the Sept. 13, 2012 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Assigning Village of Homer House Numbers

	Discussion
	On motion of Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item No. 1 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said that since 2006 the Planning Department has been assigning house numbers to provide a uniform numbering system throughout the County. The program started in McGraw and now the Village of Homer has requested it be done. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 was approved.

	resolution #2
	Accept Payment from Twin Bridges Snowmobile Club

	discussion
	On motion of Ms. Arnold, second by Mr. Wheelock, Agenda Item No. 2 was introduced. Due to low snow in 2011 and 2012 the club didn’t spend 70% so they must repay the money, which goes back to the state. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 2 was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Accept Grant/Authorize Agreements/Amend 2012 Budget – NYSDOT Section 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute 

	discussion
	On motion of Wheelock, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 3 was introduced. Mr. Dineen said this, and the next resolution are for the same program, but with different funding sources. The goal is to increase routes and riders of public transportation. All voting in favor. Agenda Item No. 3 was approved.

	resolution #4
	Accept Grant/Authorize Agreements/Amend 2012 Budget – Section 5317 New Freedom

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Parker, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 4 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.


	resolution #5
	Authorize Continuing Agreement for Federal Section 5311 Operating Assistance

	discussion
	On motion of Mr. Wheelock, second by Mr. Fuller, Agenda Item No. 5 was introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Soil & Water Conservation District

Ms. Barber said the SWCD is applying for two grants – one due in November, and the other in December
The Annual River Clean Up netted ¾ ton of trash and ¼ ton of recyclable material. Mr. Boyden worked with a group of 20 people at Little York Lake that cleaned up 12 bags of trash.
There are four agricultural grant projects under construction and Ms. Barber hopes to complete them by the end of the fall season.
Cornell Cooperative Extension

Mr. Kossman said that CCE will be hosting a grazing conference this winter, and that 2013 is the 100th anniversary of CCE in Cortland County. The annual meeting of CCE will be held Oct. 25 in the County Auditorium. 

The Emerald Ash Borer, and invasive species, was recently found in Tioga County and he said it will inevitably make its way to Cortland County. It has resulted in Tioga County’s ash harvest being quarantined, which if/when found in Cortland County could have a direct impact on some local businesses. 
Crown City Wind Farm SEQR Review

Ms. Arnold distributed a list of inadequacies in the DEIS. She said the document is lacking detail and documentation as well as any footnotes citing sources. She said the DEIS fluctuates from metric to US Customary Units, and it should be uniform. 

Mr. Snyder said the County has agreed to complete comments by this meeting, and it is now incumbent upon TCI to make the required changes to the DEIS.
Mr. Whitney submitted a letter from the Cortland County Communications Advisory Board stating additional inadequacies. He said that the frequencies for the Interoperable Communications System are still being developed by the FCC and are at least a month away from being finalized. Motorola has declined to submit a letter stating that the proposed turbines would not interfere with the communication towers and operations. He suggested that the County have a meeting with TCI, Motorola, Federal Engineering and any other interested parties to determine that no interference will occur. Ms. Arnold pointed out that the costs of holding the meeting should be borne by TCI, and paid out of the escrow account. Mr. Bernstein suggested that the DEIS could state that if any interference were to be found then the towers would be moved, or eliminated. 
Ms. Barber said she had concerns about the form and readability of the document and that she had comments about the geology and water resources sections of the DEIS. She agreed to provide TCI with a list of written inadequacies by the end of the week.

Ms. Spencer said that Labella will review the DEIS, once it is re-submitted, and provide a recommendation as to if TCI has addressed the 59 inadequacies found by Labella, as well as those submitted by Ms. Arnold, Mr. Whitney and Ms. Barber.

Mr. Bernstein emphasized that the DEIS is only a draft and the County should be aware of the distinction between adequacy and completeness. Ms. Spencer agreed and said that the decision the County must make is if the document is adequate for the public to review it. Labella has reviewed the DEIS for inaccuracies, and compared the document to the scope to ensure everything was addressed, but will not make an assessment as to the content at this time. She said comments regarding the content of the DEIS are typically received after it has been approved as adequate for public review.
Mr. Park said that TCI must submit the revisions in time to allow at least a week for Ag & Planning to review the changes and then make a recommendation to the full legislature. Ms. Spencer said Labella has received preliminary revisions from TCI from Labella’s initial list of inadequacies, and asked if the County wants Labella to review the additional changes that were submitted today. The committee agreed Labella should review all revisions. 

The Clerk advised that the SEQR provides for 45 days to determine adequacy of the DEIS, and that date falls on Oct. 31, 2012, and asked Mr. Snyder about the process following that. Mr. Snyder said the County must give an answer within 45 days, and once any revisions are provided, the County would have an additional 30 days to review and determine adequacy. 
Ms. Harris interrupted the meeting and Mr. Ross advised her that she must be recognized to speak or the Sheriff’s Department will be called to escort her out.

	adjournment
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Wheelock.  The meeting was adjourned.


