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Cortland County Legislature
January 4, 2012 – 10 AM
Biennial Organizational Meeting
Minutes
Order of Business

Mr. Boylan opened the meeting at approximately 10:02 a.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag. The Clerk of the Legislature took roll call. All members were present.
Receive & File
Mr. Troy made a motion to Receive & File Recommendations for Appointment (Clerk of the Legislature, County Attorney, County Auditor and Veteran’s Service Officer); Designation of Majority Leader; Designation of Minority Leader; and the County Administrator’s Policy Impact Report. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Mr. Murphy explained that this report is a compilation of all programs and services offered by the County, including mandated and non-mandated costs. 
New Business
The Clerk asked for nominations for Chair of the Legislature, and recognized Mr. Ross. Mr. Ross nominated Mike Park for Chairman. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. 
The clerk recognized Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Spaulding nominated Sandy Price for Chair. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. 

The Clerk read the roll call vote for Mr. Park as Chair of the Legislature. Legislators Arnold, Boyden, Briggs, Cobb, Cornell, Fuller, Natoli, Pace, Park, Parker, Price, Ross, Troy, Wheelock, Whitney and Willcox voting in favor. Legislators Bushnell, Hartnett and Spaulding were opposed. The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 41,539. 
County Clerk Elizabeth Larkin gave Mr. Park the Oath of Office and he took his seat at the dais. The motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. ROSS



RESOLUTION NO. 1-12
Selecting Chairman of the County Legislature and 

Setting Official Undertaking

WHEREAS, the Rules of the prior Legislature allows for the Organizational Meeting of the succeeding Legislature to be held on or before January 15 for the purposes of organization and selecting a Chairman of the County Legislature, AND

WHEREAS, County Law, Section 450 requires the Chairman of the County Legislature to file an official undertaking in such an amount as may be required by the County Legislature, AND

WHEREAS, Cortland County presently has a policy covering employees for wrongful acts, NOW, THERFORE, BE IT

 RESOLVED, that Michael R. Park (LD-11) be and hereby is selected as Chairman of the County Legislature to serve during the term of this Board, AND, BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the amount of the Chairman’s undertaking be zero. 

Ms. Price made a motion to appoint Jeremy Boylan as Clerk of the Legislature. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. The clerk read a roll call vote, with all members voting in favor. The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 48,599, and the motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 2-12
Appoint Clerk of the County Legislature

WHEREAS, §475 of County Law, states the legislature shall appoint a clerk who shall serve during the pleasure of the board and until a successor is appointed and has qualified, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order call for a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to review applications and interview candidates to make a recommendation to this legislature, and said committee has recommended the re-appointment of Jeremy Boylan, AND


WHEREAS, §57.07 of Arts and Cultural Affairs Law provides for the appointment of a County Historian, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order state that the said Clerk of the Legislature shall also serve as County Historian, NOW, THEREFORE IT BE


RESOLVED, that Jeremy Boylan be and hereby is appointed Clerk of the County Legislature of Cortland County to serve during the pleasure of this Board and until a successor is appointed and has qualified and shall be compensated in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy. 
County Clerk Elizabeth Larkin gave Mr. Boylan the Oath of Office and he took his seat at the dais.

Mr. Cornell made a motion to appoint Edward Purser as County Attorney. Seconded by Ms. Price. The clerk read a roll call vote, with all members voting in favor. The motion passed with a weighted vote of 48,599, and the motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL



RESOLUTION NO. 3-12
Appoint County Attorney

WHEREAS, County Law, Section 500 requires the appointment of a County Attorney, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order call for a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to review applications and interview candidates to make a recommendation to this legislature, said committee recommends the re-appointment of Edward Purser, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that Edward Purser be and hereby is appointed County Attorney to serve during the tenure of this Board and be compensated in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy AND BE IT FURTHER,

RESOLVED, that the County Attorney shall be the legal advisor to the Cortland County Legislature and every officer whose compensation is paid from County funds, in all matters involving an official act of a civil nature. The County Attorney shall prosecute and defend all civil actions and proceedings brought by or against the County, the Cortland County Legislature, and any official act, except as provided by County Law, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that all expenses and disbursements incurred by the County Attorney in the performance of any of the above duties shall be paid by the County, subject to audit.

County Clerk Larkin gave the Oath of Office to Mr. Purser, and he returned to the dais. 

Ms. Price made a motion to appoint Jane Sharpe as County Auditor. Seconded by Mr. Parker. The clerk read a roll call vote, with all members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 48,599. The motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 4-12
Appoint County Auditor

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature, pursuant to County Law 369, has the responsibility to audit all claims, accounts or demands against the County prior to payment, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature has created an Audit Department pursuant to Section 600 of County Law, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order call for a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to review applications and interview candidates to make a recommendation to this legislature, and said committee recommends the re-appointment of Jane Sharpe, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that Jane Sharpe be and hereby is appointed as County Auditor for the tenure of this Board consistent with Section 600 of County Law and Section 5 of Public Officers Law and shall be compensated in accordance with the Cortland County Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy. 

The County Clerk gave the Oath of Office to Ms. Sharpe. 

Mr. Troy made a motion to appoint Carl Bullock as Veterans’ Service Officer. Seconded by Ms. Price. The clerk read a roll call vote. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 5-12
Appoint Veterans’ Service Officer

WHEREAS, Section 357 of Executive Law provides for the appointment by the Chairman, with the approval of the County Legislature, of a Director of Veterans’ Services, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order call for a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to review applications and interview candidates to make a recommendation to this legislature, and said committee recommends the re-appointment of Carl Bullock, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that Carl Bullock be and hereby is appointed as County Director of Veterans Services to serve for the tenure of this board, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that compensation for the position shall be in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy. 

The County Clerk gave the Oath of Office to Mr. Bullock

Mr. Fuller made a motion to move a resolution to the floor to appoint a public defender. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Chairman Park called for an executive session. Mr. Cornell made a motion to go into executive session, allowing Mr. Murphy, Personnel Director Annette Barber and Mr. Purser to remain. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. The motion was approved with all members voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox who was oppose. The Legislature held an executive session

Following the Executive Session, Mr. Fuller pulled his motion from the table to appoint a public defender. 

Mr. Park appointed an advisory committee to recommend a candidate for Public Defender. He said the make up will be the same as that of the previous Citizen’s Advisory Committee (Legislators Willcox, Hartnett, Natoli, Cornell, Troy, Spaulding and the County Administrator).
Ms. Price made a motion to designate the Cortland Standard as the official newspaper. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 6-12
Designate Official Newspaper


WHEREAS, Section 214 of County Law requires the Legislature to select an official newspaper, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Cortland Standard, published by the Cortland Standard Newspaper, 110 Main Street, Cortland, New York 13045, be and hereby is designated as the official newspaper fairly representing the Cortland County Legislature, for the period of January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013 AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature in conformance with County Law 214 shall cause such designation in writing and signed by a majority of the members representing each of said political parties. The Clerk shall forward this designation to be filed with the Secretary of State no later than January 10, 2012.

Mr. Cornell made a motion to adopt the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved (see attached) and became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL



RESOLUTION NO. 7-12
Adoption of Rules of Order

Cortland County Legislature
WHEREAS, Local Law No. 2 for year 1972, Section 202, para.5 established that the Cortland County Legislature is empowered to enact rules governing the conduct of the members at its sessions and the manner of transacting business thereat, AND

WHEREAS, County Law Section 153[8] empowers the County Legislature to determine the rules of its own proceedings, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the attached Exhibit "A" entitled "Rules of Order for the Cortland County Legislature" are hereby adopted, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that all resolutions, which amend, repeal or in any manner affect these rules shall include proper reference to section, subsection or paragraph to maintain an orderly codification of these rules, AND, BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the rules shall be published in the annual journal of proceeding, in a booklet form for distribution to legislators and the public, and in electronic form on the County web pages, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect January 1, 2012.

Adjournment

Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. The meeting was adjourned. 
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