	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	January 12, 2012
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Donnell Boyden, David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Ray Parker, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator;  Mike Park, John Troy, Tony Pace, Sandy Price, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC.

	Not Present
	

	Resolution #1
	Authorize Contract - SPCA

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. There was no discussion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #2
	Authorize Contract – Cornell Cooperative Extension

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. There was no discussion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #3
	Authorize Contract – Federation of Sportsmen

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. Mr. Fuller said this amount is less than previous years, because the pheasant stocking program was canceled this year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #4
	Authorize Contract – Lime Hollow Nature Center

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. There was no discussion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #5
	Authorize Grant Application and Agreement – Transportation Needs Assessment

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Dineen said the County was awarded a technical assistance grant, which includes an internal review of various agencies in the County to reduce duplication of efforts. As part of that program, CTAA has provided $25,000 in grant funds and this application will provide for another $25,000. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen said the County is participating in a seven-county transportation study to determine the best routes. He said some local route changes are being made to accommodate trips to Wal-Mart and Lowes, as well as SUNY Cortland. The College has already approved the route changes. 

Ms. Arnold distributed a resolution in support of NYS Legislation that would allow for local agencies to enforce zoning and other rights at the local level in the placement of energy facilities. Mr. Fuller read a letter from the Willet Town Board in support of recently passed state legislation that reduces home rule authority in the placement of energy facilities. Ms. Price suggested that this be a topic for this month's CCTVS meeting. She asked Mr. Dineen to speak, and the CCTVS group will also invite Amanda Barber from SWCD. Mr. Ross asked that the resolution be sent to each town asking for input. 

Mr. Fuller distributed a resolution requesting NYS to amend legislation that restricts crossbow hunting in Cortland County. Crossbows are not permitted now due to mis-communication between Assemblywoman Liftons office and the County, during the process to allow for rifle hunting in the County. Mr. Fuller made a motion to forward a resolution to the legislature. Seconded by Mr. Boyden. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

Mr. Fuller asked if the lawsuit that is pending against the County regarding the landfill SEQR restricts the County from acting with TCI Renewables to install windmills on the site. Mr. Purser said no, and that the County would need its own SEQR done, in addition to the one done by TCI. 

Ms. Arnold said in the past the Farm Bureau has had a legislative luncheon for legislators, but it has been sparsly attended. She suggested that the Bureau could provide a lunch before or after a Budget & Finance meeting. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Parker made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Fuller.  The meeting was adjourned.
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