	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	january 10, 2012
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Kevin Whitney, Chairman; Dick Bushnell, Vice Chair; Susan Briggs; Don Spaulding, Gordon Wheelock

	attendees
	Lee Price, Herb Barnhart and Joyce Smith, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Donna Johnson, District Attorney’s Office; Keith Dayton, Public Defender’s Office; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Mike Park, Sandy Price, Tony Pace, Dave Fuller, John Troy, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC radio; Jack Hess and Rob Corpora, Info. Tech.; Greg Greene; Kevin Sharp, Coroner.

	Not present
	 Amy Cobb, John Natoli

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wheelock. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Appoint Coroner’s Physician

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Mr. Sharp said this is required to sign death certificates. In the absence of the Coroner’s physician, a contract will also be executed with Emergency Medical Physicians for signatures. Having this contract in place allows for a reduced number of autopsies. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.
Ms. Briggs made a motion to have a resolution prepared to contract with EMP at the same rates and terms as 2011. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Adopt Revised Fire Services Mutual Aid Plan

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Mr. Duell said this type of plan started in 1960, and every County is required to have such a plan. It provides a guideline for all fire services in the County. There are no monetary issues with this plan. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreement – Medlab Inc. (Probation)

	discussion
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Cutia said Medlab is the lab that is used to confirm any positive drug tests, which is necessary if any case goes to court. This company has not raised their prices for this year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Authorize Agreement Amendment – Electronic Monitoring (BI Incorporated)

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. The electronic monitoring alerts the Probation Department via e-mail that the probationers left their houses without permission. The contract also allows for GPS, and ankle bracelets that test for alcohol consumption. She noted that utilization of electronic monitoring can save the County money by keeping people out of jail, especially in cases of pre-trial release, and that the JPS committee sent a letter to judges in 2011 asking for an increase in utilization. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Public Defender Update:

Mr. Dayton said he would be happy to speak to new legislators about the potential transition of assigned counsel program from the Public Defender’s office to the County Attorney’s office. He added that the Bar Association will be discussing this at an upcoming meeting. Mr. Murphy said that Mr. Dayton is acting as a holdover in the Public Defender’s office and will continue to do so until an appointment is made. 

Precious Metals Law 
Mr. Park said the Precious Metals Law has caused concern with local merchants, and that Mr. Whitney may want to create an advisory committee to review the law with local dealers and with Mr. Moses. Mr. Whitney said he will consider that and will update the committee at the next meeting. 
New World Software System

Mr. Whitney said the County has a three year maintenance contract with the company, but the County pays $81,000 on an annual basis. He said he has met with the Sheriff and that as a user he and many others have a variety of concerns with the contract and the modules that are being paid for, but not always utilized. He suggested that the County withhold the annual payment until the issues can be resolved, and suggested getting all users together to outline all concerns. Mr. Purser said a letter should be sent to New World to indicate why payment is being withheld in accordance with the contract. Ms. Briggs made a motion that a letter be sent to New World indicating the County’s concerns and withholding payment until problems are resolved. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
Other Business

Mr. Whitney said he has asked Mr. Bushnell to serve as the Vice Chair of the committee, as well as serve on the Fire Advisory Board and EMS Advisory Board. 

The Committee will meet at 1:30 on Thursdays from now on. The next meeting will be Thursday, Feb. 9 at 1:30 p.m.

	adjournment
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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