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Cortland County Legislature
August 25, 2011 
6:00 P.M.
DRAFT Minutes
Order of Business

Chairman Williams opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag. The Clerk of the Legislature took roll call. All members were present.
Approval of Minutes

Ms. Price made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 
Privilege of the Floor

Privilege of the Floor was granted to Ms. Corrie Oustad of Homer. Ms. Oustad, the president of the Cortland County Board of Realtors spoke in opposition to Agenda Item No. 3, - To Impose And Collect Transfer Tax On Conveyances Of Interest In Real Property. She said approving this would create a depressed housing market and increase closing costs in Cortland County, which already has some of the highest closing costs in the Country. 
Ms. Lee Miller was granted Privilege of the Floor. Ms. Miller spoke in opposition to Agenda Item No. 8, to hire a consultant regarding the draft Solid Waste Local Law the legislature is working on. She urged the Legislature to consult with government agencies for their answers,  rather than hiring a consultant. She offered to assist in the SEQR process. 
Receive & File

Mr. Durland Siglin of the Onondaga Nation presented the Clerk with a survey from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on the effects and impacts of gas drilling wells. Ms. Price made a motion to receive the survey, and asked that copies be provided to all legislators. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 

New Business
Agenda Item No. 1 – Abolish/Create Treasurer/Department/County Administration – Deputy County Treasurer/Fiscal Manager
On motion of Ms. Arnold. Seconded Mr. Willcox. Ms. Arnold said due to the restructuring of the Treasurer’s Office in July, this resolution more properly describes the responsibilities and duties of the position. Mr. Purser said the Deputy Treasurer position was created by a resolution, and may therefore be abolished by a resolution. He said there are no local laws or state statutes that require the position. Ms. Arnold said the Treasurer still has the right to deputize a person in that office to act in their stead in case of an absence. Ms. Briggs said the County Administrator has not shared a plan as to how this position and the others relocated last month, are going to function. She said the public and town officials need to know who to go to get information on fiscal matters in the County. All members voting in favor, except for legislators Briggs, Spaulding, Harnett, Bushnell, Cornell who was opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. ARNOLD




RESOLUTION NO. 212-11

Abolish Create

Treasurer Department/County Administration

Deputy County Treasurer/ Fiscal Manager



WHEREAS, the needs of the County will be better served by abolishing one full-time position of Deputy County Treasurer and creating one full-time position of Fiscal Manager, AND


WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee recommends the abolition and creation of these positions, NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  


RESOLVED, that one full-time position of Deputy County Treasurer in the Treasurer’s Department (Grade 8 $44,424-$54,049, Management Compensation Plan, competitive class) be and hereby is abolished effective August 25, 2011, AND BE IT FURTHER


 RESOLVED, that one full-time position of Fiscal Manager in the County Administration (Grade 8 $44,424 - $54,049, Management Compensation Plan, competitive class) be created effective August 26, 2011.


RESOLVED, that the current incumbent will continue in this re-titled position without any changes to status, benefits, or salary.

Agenda Item No. 2 – Transfer Funds/Bridge Repair (Highway)

On motion of Ms. Arnold. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 2 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS.  ARNOLD



RESOLUTION NO. 213-11

Transfer Funds/Bridge Repair

Highway Department



WHEREAS, the Cortland County Highway Department has been issued a Structural Flag by New York State Department of Transportation on the Crains Mills Road Bridge BIN 331240, AND



WHEREAS, the Cortland County Superintendent of Highways has recommended that the Crains Mills Road Bridge must be rehabilitated in 2011, AND



WHEREAS, the Cortland County Highway Department is currently designing the repairs needed for the said structure, which will require resources to be shifted from various accounts within the existing County Highway Department Budget to address the structural deficiencies, NOW THEREFORE BE IT



RESOLVED, that with the recommendation of the Cortland County Highway Superintendent that the following accounts are hereby established and or modified, AND, BE IT FURTHER



RESOLVED, that Cortland County Superintendent of Highways is hereby authorized to obtain any and all materials & services necessary for the Rehabilitation of the Crains Mills Road Bridge BIN 331240, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that the 2011 County Budget be amended as follows:

Decrease

            Expense:

D51105.54065.10


$15,000.00
     Shoulders.-Equip.

D51105.54077.03

             $15,000.00
     Crack Sealing-Materials

D51105.54077.10

               $5,000.00
     Shoulders- Materials

D51105.54077.12

           
$ 18,000.00
     Surface Treatment-Materials

Increase


Expense:

D51105.54065.01


$15,000.00
       Bridge Maintenance-Equip

D51105.54077.01


$38,000.00
       Bridge Maintenance-Mat.

Agenda Item No. 3 - Home Rule Request Transfer Tax - A Resolution Requesting The New York State Legislature To Adopt Appropriate Legislation To Enable The County Of Cortland  To Impose And Collect Transfer Tax On Conveyances Of Interest In Real Property In Cortland County
On motion of Mr. Park. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Troy asked for a roll call vote (see attached). The motion failed with a weighted vote of 5,665. 

Agenda Item No. 4 - Authorizing the Adoption Of The Cortland County Multi- Jurisdictional - All Hazard Mitigation Plan - Fire & Emergency Management Office (FEMO)

On motion of Mr. Park. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Deputy Director of Fire & Emergency Management Ms. Brenda DeRusso spoke about the All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. She said this has been in the process for several years, and will allow the County and its municipalities to be eligible for mitigation funds in the event of a declared disaster. She said 10 of the 19 municipalities have already adopted the plan. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 4 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. PARK




RESOLUTION NO. 214-11
Authorizing the Adoption Of The Cortland County Multi- Jurisdictional 

All Hazard Mitigation Plan

Fire & Emergency Management Office (FEMO)


WHERAS, all of Cortland County has exposure to natural hazards that increase the risk to life, property, environment and the County’s economy;   AND


WHEREAS, pro-active mitigation of known hazards before a disaster event can reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property;   AND


WHEREAS, the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) established new requirements for pre and post disaster hazard mitigation programs;   AND


WHEREAS, a coalition of Cortland County municipalities with like planning objectives has been formed to pool resources and create consistent mitigation strategies within Cortland County;   AND


WHEREAS, the coalition has completed a planning process that engages the public, assesses the risk and vulnerability to the impacts of natural hazards, develops a mitigation strategy consistent with a set of uniform goals and objectives, and creates a plan for implementing, evaluating and revising this strategy;   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED; that the Cortland County Legislature:

1) Adopts in its entirety, the Cortland County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan (the “Plan”) as the jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions identified in the Plan that pertain to this jurisdiction;

2) Will use the adopted and approved portions of the Plan to guide pre- and post disaster mitigation of the hazards identified;

3) Will coordinate the strategies identified in the Plan with other planning programs and mechanisms under its jurisdictional authority;

4) Will continue its support of the Mitigation Planning Committee as described within the Plan;

5) Will help to promote and support the mitigation successes of all participants in this Plan;

6) Will incorporate mitigation planning as an integral component of government and partner operations;   and

7) Will provide an update of the Plan in conjunction with the County no less than every five years.

Agenda Item No. 5 – Award Contract – State Homeland Security Program FY2009 for Management and Administration Consultant

On motion of Mr. Park. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Robert Duell, Director of Fire & Emergency Management said this consultant helps the County administer grants that span several years, and require a cumbersome amount of paperwork. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 5 became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. PARK




RESOLUTION NO. 215-11
Award Contract

Fire & Emergency Management

State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) FY2009 

Management & Administration Consultant

     WHEREAS, per the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) FY2009 Grant Guidance Document, a percentage of the total award may be used to hire a Management & Administration (M & A) Consultant to assist the Implementing Agency (Cortland County Fire & Emergency Management Office [FEMO]) to manage and administer the SHSP FY2009 (08/01/2009 to 07/31/2012) grant award;  AND

     WHEREAS, Cortland County received an executed Budget Modification Request from NYS Office of Homeland Security that modified the original three-year grant and authorizes the County of Cortland to hire a Management & Administration Consultant at a cost of 3% ($1,799.00) of the total grant award ($59,972.00) for the balance of this grant period;  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

     RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby enters into a service agreement with the SHSP FY2009 Management & Administration (M & A) Consultant, Charles S. Sherman, 7 Chestnut Street, Cortland, NY 13045 to perform the specific  scope of work activities for the period 8/25/11 to 7/31/12 as per a revised scope of work (Article I of the attached agreement) at an agreed compensation not to exceed $1,799.00 for services rendered per said Article I.

Agenda Item No. 6 - To Make A Determination Of Significance As Part Of The Completion Of The SEQRA Process Where The Cortland County Legislature Serves As The Lead Agency For The Proposed Emergency Radio Communications System Project.

Mr. Park pulled this resolution from the agenda.

Agenda Item No. 7 - Resolution to Approve Project, Authorize Acceptance of Grants

From Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), Authorize Construction and Construction Inspection Contracts – Obstruction Removal - Cortland County Airport/Highway Department

On motion of Mr. Fuller. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. Agenda Item No. 7 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. FULLER                                      

RESOLUTION NO. 216-11

Resolution to Approve Project, Authorize Acceptance of Grants

From Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and 

New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), Authorize Construction and Construction Inspection Contracts – 

Obstruction Removal
Cortland County Airport/Highway Department

WHEREAS, the County of Cortland owns Cortland County Airport, General Levi R. Chase Field, and as owner, is eligible for federal grant monies for Airport Improvement Projects (AIP funding), and has agreed to all federal grant assurances promulgated by the United States Government, as administered by the FAA, AND


WHEREAS, the FAA, based on its regulatory authority associated with Cortland County Airport, is requiring the County, by virtue of said federal grant assurances, to mitigate certain identified obstructions to safe avigation within Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 77 and/or OIS approach surfaces to Runway 6-24 at Cortland County Airport, and is requiring the County to provide for the safety of individuals on the ground in the Runway Protection Zones (RPZ’s) associated with Runway 6-24, AND

WHEREAS, the County of Cortland desires to 

a) Support and maintain the highest possible utilization of the Cortland County Airport Runway 6-24;

b) Mitigate said obstructions to safe avigation within said approach surfaces; and

c) Provide for the safety of individuals on the ground within the RPZ’s associated with Runway 6-24, AND

WHEREAS, the FAA and NYSDOT now intend to offer Federal and State grant funding for the Construction and Construction Inspection Contracts to accomplish said Obstruction Removal at Cortland County Airport, AND

     
WHEREAS, the funding for said Contracts will be available at participation levels of up to 95% Federal ($712,500.00), 2.5% State ($18,750.00) and 2.5% Local (County) funding ($18,750.00) for a total estimated cost of $750,000.00, AND


WHEREAS, the Local (County) funding amount of $18,750.00 is already wholly appropriated as part of the amount in Account No. A56105.52253 in the 2011 Airport Budget, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

      
RESOLVED, that the County of Cortland hereby accepts said FAA and NYSDOT grants for Construction and Construction Inspection Contracts for Obstruction Removal project at Cortland County Airport at said funding levels, at a total project cost not to exceed $750,000.00, AND BE IT FURTHER

     
RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature, upon review and approval by the County Attorney is hereby authorized to execute the necessary Federal and State Grant Agreements, Consultant Agreements, Construction Contracts and all related necessary documents at a total cost not to exceed $750,000.00, AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the Local (County) funding amount of $18,750.00 be transferred to the project revenue account from Account No. A56105.52253 in the 2011 Airport Budget, AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to amend the County Budget as follows to account for said project:

Increase:


Expenditure:


H56105 52253 5601
 Airport Obstruction Removal Expense
$750,000.00

Increase:


Revenue:


H561044 44597 5601
Federal Revenue

    

$712,500.00


H561043 43597 5601
State Revenue


    

$18,750.00


H561049 45031 5601
Interfund Transfer Revenue
    

$18,750.00

Agenda Item No. 8 – Amend Resolution/Contract  - Barton & Loguidice (Highway/Landfill)

Mr. Fuller pulled the resolution from consideration.

Agenda Item No. 9 – Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Immunization Action Plan Grant (Health/Nursing)

On motion of Mr. Pace. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 9 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. PACE           


  RESOLUTION NO. 217-11PRIVATE 

Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds

Health Department/Nursing

(Immunization Action Plan Grant)

WHEREAS, the NYS Dept. of Health has awarded the Cortland County Health Dept. $30,000 for the period 4/1/11 through 3/31/12 to continue the Immunization Action Plan Grant (IAP) to improve immunization levels of people in Cortland County, AND


WHEREAS, these funds are in the 2011 County budget in accounts A40105-A40115.1005-51010 $20,000 (Personnel), A40105-A0115.58020-58060 $5,370 (Fringe), A40115.54000-54078.4032 $4,630 (Contractual), and A401143.53450.4032 $30,000 (IAP Revenue), NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the County Legislature and the Public Health Director or Designee, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, are hereby authorized and directed to sign an agreement with the NYS Dept. of Health to accept these funds.

Agenda Item No. 10 – Authorize Agreement with Coughlin & Gerhart, LLC

On motion of Mr. Pace. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Pace said this will allow the County to contract with legal representatives, if necessary, during the contract negotiations with the Sheriff’s Department and union employees. He noted that there is no monetary figures included, as there is no way to determine how much time, if any will be spent by the firm. All members voting in favor, except legislators Willcox, Briggs, Spaulding, Ross Hartnett, who were opposed. Agenda Item No. 10 became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. PACE



RESOLUTION NO. 218-11
Authorize Agreement with  
Coughlin & Gerhart, LLC



WHEREAS, the Cortland County is in need of legal representation in upcoming negotiations involving interest arbitration with the County Police Association of Cortland County, AND,


WHEREAS, Cortland County has received a proposal from Coughlin and Gerhart, LLP, located at  temporary and physical address1701 North Street, Building 32, Endicott, NY   13760, permanent address 19 Chenango Street, P.O. Box 2039, Binghamton, NY   13902-2039, AND


WHEREAS, Coughlin and Gerhart, LLP provided legal representation for the January 1, 2006 – December 31, 2011 union contract between the parties, AND


WHEREAS, funds have been allocated in the 2011 budget in account A14305.54055 and will be allocated in 2012 and 2013 if necessary, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT,

RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Cortland County Legislature, upon review and approval by the County Attorney is authorized to enter into an agreement with Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP, for such purposes for a term expiring December 31, 2012, or, as it relates to the agreement regarding labor negotiations involving interest arbitration until such time as negotiations are concluded.

Agenda Item No. 11 – Amend Budget – Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program (Aging)
On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 11 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 219-11
Amend Budget

Area Agency on Aging

(Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program)


WHEREAS, funds in the amount of $9,159.25 from the 2009-10 Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program must be reappropriated for the period July 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2011 County Budget be and hereby is amended as follows:

Increase:

    Expenses:


A67725-54083 4333

Supportive Services


+$9,159.25


     Revenues:


A677244-43772 4333

Federal Aid – Title V


+$9,159.25

Adjournment

Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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