	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	Sept. 6, 2011
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Lee Price, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender’s Office; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, IT; Jack Williams, Sandy Price, Tony Pace, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Gordon Wheelock; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC radio.

	Not present
	 

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2011 Special Meeting, and the minutes of August 9, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	SEQR Determination – Proposed Emergency Interoperable Communications System

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Corpora said Mr. Teter and Mr. Snyder are working diligently to secure the final tower site in Lapeer. He hopes negotiations will be complete next week, and the legislature will be able to act on this resolution this month. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Amend Budget/Transfer Funds - Fuel

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Sheriff Price said that fuel lines are up nearly $.75 per gallon compared to what was budgeted. He said the County is currently under budget in the Patient Expenses line, but pointed out that jail health issues are unavoidable costs, and that budget may also run out before the end of the year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Amend Budget/Transfer Funds – Vehicle Expenses

	disucssion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Sheriff Price explained the County used to have a car replacement policy that provided three cars per year. This year, to cut costs, only two were purchased, which has resulted in more repairs. Also, the two new cars were not provided until late in the year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Amend Budget/Transfer Funds – Jail Overtime

	discussion
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Sheriff Price said that hospital details going to Syracuse has resulted in the need for overtime. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Items

	NYS Mandates

Mr. Park said County departments need to begin looking at how to avoid costs associated with state mandates. Sheriff Price said one large mandated increase is that the County now pays for incarceration of parole violates, which used to be a cost to the state. Mr. Park asked what would happen if the County refused to accept a parole violator. The sheriff answered that he did not know. The Public Defender is also required to represent parolees when necessary. Mr. Williams asked Mr. Dayton to find out what would happen if the Public Defender declined to represent them. 
County Clerk
Ms. Larkin said she is working to get a commemorative plaque in courthouse park to honor veterans from Lapeer, which had been omitted previously. 

Probation Update
Ms. Cutia said the Probation Department’s fuel line is also over budget. She also has concerns about her phone and postage budgets. 
Weights & Measures:

The Clerk distributed a copy of a proposed Precious Metals Law. The law, a sample from Dutchess County, would help protect residents from itinerant precious metal dealers and to allow the County an opportunity to examine items purchased and compare to a stolen property list. Mr. Park asked the committee and the County Attorney to review the law and be prepared to discuss it at the next committee meeting. Mr. Moses said there are several reputable dealers that have been in business in Cortland County for a long time, and this law should not have a negative affect on their business. 
Assigned Counsel Plan:

Mr. Purser said he has received an un-signed letter regarding the assigned counsel program, but does not have an update for the committee at this time. 
Erie County Lawsuit

Mr. Purser said that the Erie County Attorney has not yet decided about bringing other counties into the lawsuit against the state for a more equitable distribution of 911 surcharges. 

 

	adjournment
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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