	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	September 6, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Jennifer Gofkowski, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox

	attendees
	Don Chambers and Bob Buerkle, Highway Department; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Sandy Price, legislators; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney.

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 12, 2011 Regular Meeting; Seconded Mr. Willcox. Ms. Arnold noted a correction. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	resolution #1
	Approve Project/Authorize Acceptance of Grants from FAA and NYSDOT, Authorize Construction – Obstruction Removal (Airport)

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Fuller said when the bids came in, they were higher than the estimates provided by the engineer, therefore this resolution must amend the previous resolution to allocate additional funds. Mr. Buerkle said this needs to be approved this month or the County could lose up to $250,000 in FAA entitlement funds. The bids came in $180,000 above the estimates. It results in a $4,500 increase in the local share. Mr. Buerkle said this increase is still within the airport budget. The committee asked that Mr. Buerkle send a letter to the engineer, McFarland Johnson, indicating the County’s concern with the significant difference in costs, and send a copy to the committee and the Airport Advisory Board. Legislators Fuller, Ross, Troy and Arnold voting in favor; Briggs, Gofkowski and Willcox opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Amend 2011 Budget – Recognizing Insurance Recovery Funds

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Chambers said that motor vehicle accidents caused damage to County bridges. Claims were filed with the driver’s respective insurance companies, and this resolution is accepting payments. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Authorizing the Acceptance of All Property Acquired by the State of New York for the Truxton Tully Road Reconstruction Project

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. Mr. Chambers said that about 36 parcels will need to be acquired, however no full takings and no structures will be removed. Mr. Chambers added that this work is usually done by a consultant, but this time NYS has personnel that can do this work, which will save on the project costs. The state will be acquiring the property on the County’s behalf, and this resolution accepts the property from the state.

	resolution #4
	Approve Contract for Engineering – Truxton-Tully Road

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said he recently received notice that NYS will provide funding for the engineering portion of this project for the first time in 10 years. This cuts the County’s local share from 20% to 5%. Ms. Gofkowski said she has expressed and continues to have concerns regarding the costs associated with engineering on these projects. Mr. Chambers assured her that the engineering will be done within the federal guidelines, as is required in order to utilize the federal funds. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Gofkowski, who was opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #5
	Award Highway Equipment – Used Man Lift

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Chambers said this machine will be shared between the Highway and Buildings & Grounds departments. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #6
	Amend Resolution/Contract – Barton & Loguidice - Landfill

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Fuller said this resolution would allow for the existing landfill consultant to develop a list of what may be acceptable BUD materials, and to do the SEQR process for the County. The clerk provided a copy of the Barton & Loguidice proposal. Mr. Fuller said that while the DEC has a long list of acceptable cover material, not all of them will be acceptable for Cortland County. Ms. Briggs said she would like to work with state agencies, like the DEC, to review the local law and to review and evaluate the DEC-approved BUD list, which would be free of charge. She said this BUD list should be prepared prior to any further evaluation of the local law or the SEQR review. Mr. Chambers said that depending on the type of BUD that is accepted, some shale will still need to be mined at the landfill for general operations, All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Topics

	· Household Hazardous Waste Day will be held Saturday, Sept. 17, 2011. 
· Ms. Arnold asked that the most recent version of the Draft Road Use Agreement be forwarded to legislators and town supervisors for their review. 
The Committee reviewed the draft Solid Waste Law. Ms. Arnold said the law should be amended at Article IV, Section 3-c to include the Cortland County Legislature to determine BUD material. Mr. Fuller said the Board of Hearing should be appointed at the first regular meeting of the legislature following the biennial organizational meeting. (Section V, 1-e). The committee discussed the makeup of the Hearing Board, and potential conflicts of employees or legislators sitting on the board. Mr. Chambers agreed that an employee may be put in a awkward or difficult position by sitting on this board. At Mr. Chamber’s suggestion, Ms. Arnold made a motion that Section IV, 4-a, be amended to state the Legislature can modify the recycling stream by resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor of the change. None opposed. The motion was approved. Mr. Fuller said the law will be revised by Mr. Purser and he would like to move forward with the SEQR on the law next month. Ms. Arnold asked that a special meeting be held if the Barton & Loguidice resolution is approved by the Legislature. The meeting would be to discuss the SEQR process with B&L, and the city water department and the DEC should also be invited. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy. The meeting was adjourned.
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