	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	july 12, 2011
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Lee Price and Herb Barnhart, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender’s Office; Bob Duell and Brenda DeRusso, Fire & Emergency Management; Rob Corpora, IT; Jack Williams, Kathie Arnold, Tony Pace, legislators; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Ken Teter.

	Not present
	 

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Home Rule Request – Transfer Tax

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Ms. Larkin said the Administrator has asked departments to increase revenue wherever possible. The agency which allows the least amount of county retention is the NYS Transfer Tax Agency. This tax is collected by using the NYS form TP584. This form, among other things, allows for the computation of tax based on the amount of consideration for a conveyance of interest in real property at the rate of $2.00 per each $500.00 of consideration. The proposed resolution would allow the county to collect an additional fee of $1.00 per $500.00 of consideration. Mr. Fuller and Ms. Cobb said they will vote for this to move it forward to the full Legislature, but will likely oppose it on the floor, as it is a new tax. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Adopt All-Hazard Mitigation Plan

	disucssion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Ms. DeRusso said this is a project that has been going on for years with all 19 municipalities participating. Officially adopting the plan will allow for additional FEMA grants. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Award Contract – Management & Administration Consultant

	discussion
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Duell said the County gets Homeland Security grants nearly every year, and those funds are used over the course of several years. Due to the overlapping of grant cycles and the volume of paperwork, the grant itself allows the County to spend 3% on a consultant to oversee the administration. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Items

	2011/2012 Budgets:

Sheriff Price said the fuel line and repairs line in his 2011 budget are nearly gone. Ms. Cutia said her fuel line is already depleted due to increased fuel prices and necessary travel for mandatory training. Mr. Dayton said the mileage and fuel lines in his budget are also gone. He said a new office in Albany has called for a lawyer present at all arraignments, which has significantly increased the travel to get to town courts more often. Mr. Dayton and Mr. Suben said they are looking at potential revenue generating opportunities. Mr. Suben said Sullivan County is looking at a revenue sharing strategy involving forfeiture money, which would allow money to go to the County’s general fund, rather than just the District Attorney. 

Emergency Interoperable Communications Project:

Mr. Ken Teter discussed the SEQR process as it relates to the EICS, and reviewed the SEQR form being prepared for the project. He said the towers are being considered individually, rather than as a whole. He said they are all going to create a small to moderate environmental impact, and the financial impact and obligations must also be considered during this process. He said a resolution may be ready for legislative session to make a negative declaration on the tower sites. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to have a resolution prepared. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

Assigned Counsel Plan:

Mr. Williams said the County Bar Association has approved of the County’s proposed Assigned Counsel Plan, and endorsed it. The proposed plan calls for Mr. Purser to be the Assigned Counsel Administrator. The proposal has been passed on to the Office of Court Administration for review and approval. This can take up to six weeks. 

Erie County/911 Surcharge Lawsuit:

Mr. Murphy said New York State collects nearly $190 million every year through the 911 surcharge. When this charge was implemented the money was earmarked to help counties offset the costs of 911 services, however only $10 million is actually being returned to the counties, and $180 million is going to the state’s general fund. Erie County is preparing a lawsuit against the state to force a more equitable distribution. The committee asked what type of contribution would be required if Cortland County were to join the suit, and asked the County Attorney to determine if there is a financial obligation to joining. 

	adjournment
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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