	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	August 11, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Amanda Barber, SWCD; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Jack Williams, Tony Pace, and Larry Cornell, Legislators; Dan Dineen, Planning; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Syd McEvoy, Cooperative Extension.

	ABSENT
	Sandy Price

	Minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2011 regular meeting. Seconded by Mr. Parker. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension

Mr. McEvoy said that due to a very wet spring and very dry summer, there will likely be a 30% shortage in corn, and the 2nd and 3rd field cuttings will be small. 

There were more than 100 campers each week at Camp Owahta this summer. A new stage was built, and a generator was installed. 
Soil &  Water Conservation District
Ms. Barber distributed a department update. The SWCD has active projects on more than 23 farms, including four construction projects and several others being designed. 

The annual river clean up will be held Sept. 24, and Conservation Field Days are being held Sept. 15 and 16.
The Natural Gas Task Force will meet this month to discuss potential health implications associated with gas drilling. The September 20 meeting will feature a speaker from Pennsylvania to discuss emergency services.

Chemung County lawsuit – EPA’s TMDL

Mr. Williams said that Chemung County is considering filing suit against the EPA regarding the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Initiative. He said if implemented, the plan could cost Cortland County residents a lot of money. He suggested getting involved in with Chemung County. He has not heard if any other counties have joined in the suit yet. Mr. Ross asked about setting a meeting with Chemung County. Ms. Arnold made a motion that the committee investigate what kind of contribution the County can make. Seconded by Mr. Harnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.  
Planning Department/Transportation

Mr. Dineen said the Regional Transportation Council is seeking proposals for a nine-county transportation study to determine the most effective way to transport people throughout the region.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Parker made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.
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