	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	May 12, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:04 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Barb Henza, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Jack Williams Tony Pace, Legislators; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Dan Dineen, Planning

	ABSENT
	

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Transportation/First Transit
Fulton County has purchased a commuter bus that their transit company does not want. The purchase would be part of Cortland County’s existing grant application, and he is talking with First Transit to see if they are interested. He said it would be a good fit for the Cornell run. 
Ms. Price said that last weekend was to be Super Saturday with new rural routes on the weekend. She said it was heavily advertised, but that no bus ever showed up at the Virgil stop. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Ms. Henza spoke about the Empower New York Program, sponsored by NYSERDA. The program provides energy assessments at homes for lighting, furnaces and more. The program also does energy workshops through the state, which pays for 50% of Ms. Henza’s salary. Energy kits are provided to those in attendance. The program has been in existence for three years, and has been extended through Dec. 31, 2011. It has not been funded yet for 2012. 
2010 Census Data/Redistricting 
Mr. Dineen said a formula was developed to help determine the mapped districts for potential 19, 17, 15, 13 and 11 legislative districts. NYS does not allow a municipality to split a town in legislative districts unless it has a certain population. In Cortland County, the only ones that qualify are the city of Cortland, Town of Cortlandville and the village and town of Homer. 
19 Districts – Does not eliminate weighted voting, simply redraws some Cortland and Homer district lines to reflect population changes.

17 Districts – Does not eliminate weighted voting. Removes one legislator from the city and one from the Homer/Preble/Scott area.

15 Districts – Does not eliminate weighted voting. Removes two legislators from the city, one from Homer and one rural district. This requires significant changes to the rural districts. One district would include Cuyler, Taylor, Cincinnatus and Willet. Another would be Lapeer, Marathon and Freetown.
13 Districts – This is the only option that eliminates weighted voting. Three legislators would be eliminated from the city, and three from the rural districts. Rural districts would include Cuyler, Truxton and part of Homer; Solon, Taylor, Cincinnatus and Willet; Harford, Lapeer and Marathon; Virgil, Freetown and part of Cortlandville.
11 Districts – Does not eliminate weighted voting. Four city legislators would be dropped, two from the Homer/Preble/Scott area, one from Cortlandville, and one from the rural towns. Rural districts would include Truxton, Cuyler, Taylor, Solon and Freetown; Cincinnatus, Willet and Marathon; Virgil, Harford and Lapeer.

Mr. Ross said that Broome County is reducing its legislature by four – two this year and two next. Mr. Dineen said the County can redistrict once per decade following the census. If the legislature votes to redistrict, it would go into affect for the 2013 elections, and the 2014 term. The committee discussed potential affects by a reduction in legislators, such as increased time/responsibilities, increased salaries, and restructuring of committees. Mr. Williams said increased time commitments may limit the candidate pool to retired citizens. Mr. Cornell said he has created a list to be distributed which includes the size of legislatures and salaries across the state, and asked that it be made available to legislators. 

Windmill Project/TCI Renewables

A letter from TCI Renewables was distributed, stating the project is still being considered, but is on hold due to current electricity prices. The committee discussed set backs for the windmills. Ms. Arnold said the setbacks are up to the individual towns. Mr. Ross said he has a map that shows three of the windmills on the landfill property. Mr. Dineen said royalties need to be negotiated, but the going rate is about $8,000 per megawatt per year. TCI is offering between $5-6,000 per megawatt. The average turbine is between 1.5 and 2 megawatts, so royalties on three windmills on the landfill could be as much as $50,000 per year.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Parker made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.
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