	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	June 7, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Jennifer Gofkowski, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Tony Pace, Larry Cornell, Sandy Price, John Steger, legislators; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Raymond Oliver; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Greg Leach; Fred Morrison, NYSDOT

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 10, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 
Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2011 Special Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Rental Contract/Highway Department

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Willcox and Mr. Ross said the County could have built a building with the money spent on this rental contract over the years. Mr. Chambers said the 10,000 square feet rented is in a convenient location near the Highway Department, and the property along Route 11 (Homer Ave.) is in the flood plain. Legislators Fuller, Gofkowski, Troy and Arnold voting in favor; Willcox, Briggs and Ross opposed. The motion was approved.  

	resolution #2
	Authorize Agreement – NYS DEC/Highway

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Chambers said this allows for reduced paperwork and reduced permitting for projects that replace the exact same type of structure or equipment. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #3
	Authorize Gravel Mine Agreement

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Chambers said this was discussed in May in executive session. The agreement would be contingent upon approval by the DEC. This property is neighboring the existing gravel pit and provides very good gravel material that needs little processing. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Transfer Ownership of Vehicle 

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Murphy explained that this is a vehicle that is no longer used by the Mental Health department. The SWCD needs a vehicle and this will work well for them. The vehicle has about 53,000 miles, but is in rough shape and has a potential resale value of $2,375. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #5
	Authorize Transfer of Right-of-Way 

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Chambers said the County owns the Right-of-Way on a town highway. The Town of Cortlandville needs to put water pipe in, and therefore the County should transfer the Right-of-Way to the town. The town has already approved a resolution to accept. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #6
	Award Highway Department Services and Materials

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said that the 2011 materials bids and contracts are already done, however there were no bidders on some materials. Some companies want to quote each individual job, rather than all at once. This resolution allows Mr. Chambers to process a contract for materials, without bringing every one back to the committee and legislature. The contracts would not exceed $25,000, and the department would still follow the state and county procurement policies. Mr. Purser said this is acceptable, but the resolution must contain a date and recommended for period “ending 12/31/2011.” All members voting in favor. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #7
	Authorize Contract – Landfill Consultant/EnSol Inc.

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Fuller said the collection of methane gas, carbon credits and potential for the generation of electricity was not included in the RFP or in EnSol’s proposal. Ms. Briggs said these are not options at this point because the County does not accept enough trash or produce enough gas. But, if expansion is being considered, then that should be considered. Ms. Arnold asked about the SEQR process when the landfill was done. Mr. Chambers said in 2004, when the permit was changed (from 30,000 tons to the current 45,500), a SEQR was done. He said the cells were built with DEC approval. Mr. Fuller said that if any expansion occurs, the DEC would need to approve the permit, and a SEQR would need to be done.
Mr. Fuller said the EPA document that declares a sole-source aquifer means that there are requirements only for federal funding projects that goes on over the aquifer. However this designation is important and needs to be considered. He added that the disclaimer in the report admits that the maps are inaccurate. Mr. Willcox asked if any federal grants have been used at the landfill. Mr. Chambers said the only grant money that was used was in relation to the Towslee landfill in 2001, and that was state money, not federal funds.

Mr. Cornell said there is a lot of mis-information being circulated about landfill expansion to allow a million tons of trash per year from New York City. He said this is not true, and that even if the landfill is leased, the County, and the state still limit the amount of trash accepted. Mr. Murphy agreed, and  clarified that information coming from the County and his office is accurate. Ms. Briggs asked for a definitive answer about the location of the landfill in relation to the aquifer. The Clerk said that a map can be produced by the Planning Department to show this. 

Mr. Troy said voting to contract with a consultant, prior to a Solid Waste Law and a final vision for the landfill is “putting the cart before the horse.” Mr. Murphy said part of funding the Interoperable Communications System was based on reducing the loss at the landfill. The sooner a contract with EnSol is passed, the better effect there will be on the 2012 County budget. 
The committee discussed the possibility of accepting Beneficial Use materials as cover. Mr. Ross said the County spends $80,000 per year in mining shale to use as cover. Mr. Murphy said the majority of any BUD accepted would come from outside of the County. Mr. Fuller said if adopted, the draft local law would allow for this, as the draft law, as requested by the Highway Committee, permits BUD, and allows for trash from outside of the County to be tipped. 

Mr. Fuller called for the vote. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Troy and Ms. Briggs, who were opposed. The motion was approved.

Ms. Arnold asked that the Soil and Water Conservation district give a presentation on the water testing that is done at the landfill at a future meeting of the Legislature.

	Discussion Topics

	Past Due Accounts from NYS DOT
Mr. Chambers said that a trash truck was in an accident on Route 81 in 2002, and the state DOT brought the trash to the landfill, and paid a tipping fee of $13,529.40. Interest was due when the payment was finally made, and said interest incurred totaled $2,922 in 2005, when it was handed to the County Attorney’s office for collection, but the interest has not been collected. The proposal before the committee is that the DOT allow the County to use equipment and engineering to slip-line pipes under roads, rather than digging, in exchange for payment. Mr. Morrison said the state does not pay late fees or interest payments, but wants to make the County whole through providing these services. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to allow for the NYS DOT to provide service in lieu of payment of the interest. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 
Airport Advisory Board
Mr. Fuller said at the last meeting the Board approved a July 16 Cortland County Aviator’s Club Airfest. The club will provide trained volunteers and facilities. The County will provide barrels and tape for crowd control. Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

Sand/Salt Agreement with Homer

Mr. Chambers said rather than building a sand/salt storage facility, the County purchases directly from the town of Homer for use at the landfill. There is no mark up on the material. Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

Amnesty Report

Mr. Chambers distributed a report on what was accepted during the annual amnesty day. Mr. Willcox noted that in 2010 about 5,000 tires were received, and 2011 was nearly 9,000. Mr. Chambers estimated the County cost for this program was about $12,000 for small tires, and a total of $15,000. 

Approval to Bid Metal Object Removal

Mr. Fuller asked for approval to bid for this service. He said steel and scrap metal is sold each year. Last year the bid was $151 per ton. Ms. Arnold made a motion to go out to bid. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
Road Use Agreement

Mr. Fuller spoke about a special meeting on this law, held with businesses and the Chamber of Commerce. One issue that needs to be addressed is multiple users on the same road, but different projects. Also, municipal, school district and agricultural vehicles need to be excluded from the law. He asked the committee to review the law and be prepared to discuss. Mr. Williams asked that this draft be sent to Highway Superintendents for input, as well as the Chamber, and towns and adjacent counties. He said it would be a large burden on these businesses if the various towns and counties are not all on the same page and all adopt different regulations. Ms. Price suggested this be a topic at an upcoming CCTVS meeting.

Snow and Ice Agreements with Towns

Mr. Chambers said some towns would like up to a five-year contract with the County for snow and ice removal, rather than every year. This will allow for long-term budgeting and less paperwork. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to allow Mr. Chambers to negotiate five-year contracts, with a review after three years. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. The meeting was adjourned.
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