	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	May 12, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:04 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Syd McEvoy, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Sean Murphy, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Larry Cornell, Tony Pace and Jennifer Gofkowski, Legislators; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Dan Dineen, Planning

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2011 meeting. Mr. Steger seconded the motion. All members voting favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.  

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Grant Application for NYS Snowmobile Trails Grant-in-Aid Program 

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Dineen said this is the annual grant with the nine snowmobile clubs in the County. There are about 300 miles of trails in the County. The amount is determined by the number of snowmobile registrations and the number of trail miles open. The average is between $120,000 and $130,000. Mr. Dineen said the administration of the grant costs more than the 7% the County currently retains. Mr. Hartnett made a motion to retain enough of the grant to cover the actual expenses of administering the grant for all County departments, based on the previous year’s grant. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. All members voting in favor of the amendment; none opposed. The motion was approved. All members voting in favor of the resolution, as amended. None opposed. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Declare Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact Under SEQR for Snowmobile Trails

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen said this needs to be done every year as part of the grant application. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #3
	Authorize Agreements with Cortland County Snowmobile Clubs

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Fuller made a motion to amend the resolution to reflect the same change as the previous resolution, to retain enough of the grant to cover the actual expenses of administering the grant, based on the previous year’s grant. Seconded by Mr. Parker. All members voting in favor of the amendment, and the resolution, as amended. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #4
	Amend 2011 Budget for Federal Section 5316 Job Access Reverse Commute Grant

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen said that the County applied for this last year to review the County’s transportation system. A mobility manager was hired and software was purchased through this grant source. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #5
	Amend 2011 Budget for Federal Section 5317 New Freedom Grant

	DISCUSSION
	

	RESOLUTION #6
	Authorize Grant Application for 5316 and 5317 Grants

	DISCUSSION
	

	RESOLUTION #7
	Authorize the CNYRPDB Partnership Agreement with NYSERDA – Better Building  Sub-Grants to Small Municipalities

	DISCUSSION
	

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension
Mr. McEvoy introduced Mary Cope, who spoke about how 4-H has had a positive impact in her life. 
Soil & Water Conservation District

Amanda Barber April 21 is the tree pick-up for the annual tree and shrub sale. April 26 is a workshop for conservation organizations for an open house to share information about the groups. The SWCD is continuing to hold informational sessions regarding gas drilling, particularly about leasing options for property owners.
Rifle Hunting Legislation

 The Clerk explained that the Rifle Hunting bill being sponsored at the state level to allow rifle hunting in Cortland County, was drafted to also allow cross-bow hunting, which is new to the law, and was not requested by this legislature. Mr. Fuller said this bill was approved by the Senate without cross bow. The NYS Assembly has added this portion, therefore it must be re-approved by the Senate, or the cross-bow portion must be pulled. He added that he does not support cross-bow hunting, and the committee agreed, asking the Clerk to draft a letter to Assemblywoman Lifton indicating that Cortland County does not support the bill as currently drafted. 
Gas-lease program sponsorship

Ms. Arnold said the legislature has an opportunity to co-sponsor a meeting to assist landowners with gas leases to get out of or renegotiate leases as they expire. The sponsorship would be assisting in announcements and providing a venue (county auditorium). The committee agreed to co-sponsor such a seminar. 

County Road Condition Survey

Mr. Augustern said the Southern Tier East Regional Planning & Development Board spoke about a Road Condition Survey being undertaken by the organization. Once complete it will document the current condition of roads in the county, as well as photos of culverts and bridges, including the GIS information for said structures. Ms. Barber said this program should include a local effort to maintain and update this data. Mr. Augestern said this information can be evaluated and referenced when considering a Road Preservation Law. He said STERPDB has evaluated a number of laws from around the state and that a local law to designate truck routes can be passed, and that communication with drillers and sub-contracted trucking companies is essential. He said that for water quality tests related to drilling, a five-year baseline needs to be established for quality purposes. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Parker made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Fuller.  The meeting was adjourned.
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