	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	April 12, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Jennifer Gofkowski, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department;  Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Tony Pace, Dick Bushnell, Sandy Price, legislators;  Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Raymond Oliver; Paul Steppian, Little York Lake Association; Glenn Reisweber, Lime Hollow; Robert Ferris.

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of March 8, 2011. Seconded Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved. 

	resolution #1
	Award Inspection and Maintenance Contract for AWOS 

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Ms. Briggs said this is the lowest quote, and is necessary maintenance. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.  

	resolution #2
	Award Bids – Highway Department

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Willcox asked about the numbers for re-tread tires, Scrap tire removal, and tree/stump removal. Mr. Chambers said the retread tire bid was for $155, through the same supplier. The scrap tire removal is $82 per ton, and $125 per ton for larger size tires. The contractor for this service is Contento. There were no bids for the tree/stump removal. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox, who was opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution #3
	Award/Extend Existing Bids – Highway Department

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Chambers said asphalt and fuel adjustments are made monthly, so these agreements are for labor and equipment. Had the County gone out to bid, the costs would likely have gone up, as has been the case in other counties. He said this could save the county as much as 15%. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Approval of Solid Waste Management Plan Modification

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ms. Briggs asked about the process for accepting construction and demolition debris. Mr. Chambers said in 2009 the County was working with Contento to accept debris from the brownfield site across the street from the recycling center. The project that was being considered did not come to be, so no action was taken. 

Ms. Briggs asked about acceptance of medical waste. Mr. Chambers said most medical centers in the county work with CRMC for waste removal and the County does not accept any at this point. 

Ms. Briggs noted that flow-control is listed as an option for the County in the plan. Mr. Chambers said that at the time the plan was developed the County was considering flow control, but it was determined not to move forward at that time. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Topics

	Cortland Linear Trail (Lime Hollow)
Mr. Reisweber gave an overview of the Linear Park, also known as the Lehigh Valley Trail. He said there is a 400 meter stretch that allows access to the trail that is very muddy, and needs gravel and signage. Ms. Gofkowski asked if Mr. Reisweber had contacted any local businesses to ask for a donation. Mr. Reisweber said no, he came to the County first, as the property belongs to the County. Mr. Troy made a motion to provide gravel and signage, with a cost not to exceed $1,750 in materials and equipment. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
The committee discussed the practice of not allowing dogs on the trail. Mr. Reisweber said there is no way to enforce a dog walking policy, and there is a cost associated with bags, containers and maintenance related to dogs. Ms. Briggs and Mr. Ross asked that Mr. Reisweber put together a proposal to allow dogs along the entire trail. 

Airport Assessment
Mr. Purser said the County has received notification that the Town of Cortlandville has assessed portions of the airport that are leased to for-profit companies, stating taxes should be paid on those properties. Mr. Purser said that is not the case, and he will respond to the town regarding this issue. He cited a Buffalo-owned international airport that is tax exempt, and the Ralph Wilson Stadium in Buffalo, which is also exempt. 
Approval to Bid for Household Hazardous Waste Day
Ms. Arnold made a motion for the county to go out to bid for this service. Seconded by Mr. Troy. 
Road Preservation and Use Agreement
Mr. Fuller said that the committee has received laws from Yates County, Stueben County and a law drafted by Pat Snyder for the town of Virgil. He said he thinks the Yates County agreement could be adapted to fit Cortland County. Mr. Fuller asked Mr. Ross to review these laws with the Natural Gas Task Force group. Mr. Ross agreed, but said any further discussion and action needs to be taken by this Highway Committee, as these laws can not target gas drilling and will have an affect on other industries. Mr. Williams said the Chamber of Commerce was contacted many months ago about discussing this with local businesses, but nothing was done yet. He said once a law is drafted the Chamber should be contacted. 
McGraw-Marathon Road Culvert Bid

Mr. Chambers said this is near the intersection of Baker Schoolhouse Road. He said the funding has already been approved. The project will be done in house, but he needs to go out to bid for the structural decks. Mr. Troy made a motion to go out to bid. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The motion was approved. 
Little York Lake Dam

Mr. Steppien, of the Little York Lake Association asked about the status of the Little York Lake dam project. Mr. Chambers said the 95% engineering plan was received about two weeks late. Once reviewed, the Highway Department deemed the plans inadequate and have just recently submitted comments back to the engineers. He said the County is awaiting a timetable for a new engineering plan, with corrections. Mr. Willcox asked about the acquisition of property or right-of-way. Mr. Chambers said that is one of the issues the engineers omitted and will be correcting. Mr. Steppien asked about a target date for construction. Mr. Fuller said once the engineering is done, a funding source will need to be determined, then the project will be bid, but that there is no date now. Mr. Chambers said there will be no additional cost to the County for these corrections to be made. Mr. Williams asked what the Little York Lake Association is willing to pay to have the dam rebuilt. Mr. Steppien said the assessments on lake property are very high and that the taxes paid by lake residents already contribute to costs for the dam.
Mr. Chambers said that there is some repair that needs to be done to the dam to set the water at summer levels. 

	Executive Session – Ms. Arnold made a motion to go into executive session to discuss terms of a proposal for the landfill consultant. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Following the executive session, Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy. The meeting was adjourned.
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