	Budget & Finance Committee

	Minutes
	March 17, 2011
	9:00 aM
	County office building        room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee Meeting

	committee members

present
	Kathie Arnold, Chair; Newell Willcox, Vice Chair; Susan Briggs, Danny Ross, Tony Pace, Mike Park, Sandy Price

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Carolyn Kennedy and Pat O’Mara, Treasurer’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, IT; Dave Fuller and Larry Cornell, legislators; Don Chambers, Highway; Carol Deloff, Aging; John Carroll; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Brian Parker, Buildings & Grounds

	Not Present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 17, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Pace. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Consent agenda
	Consent Agenda

Referred from Buildings & Grounds

1. Authorize Agreement – NYSID/Ames Linen – Uniform Services (To be Provided)

Referred from Highway Committee

2. Transfer Funds/Establish Projects – Highway Department

3. Transfer Funds/Establish Projects – County Culvert Project (To Be Provided)

Referred from Health Committee

4. Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds - Indoor Radon Grant

5. Amend 2011 Budget – Madison Cortland ARC – Mental Health Department

Referred from Personnel Committee

6. Adopt Local Law No. 1 of 2011 – Setting Salary for Election Commissioners

Referred from Human Services Committee

7. Amend Budget – Area Agency on Aging/Nutrition

8. Amend Budget – Area Agency on Aging/ Long Term Care Ombudsman

9. Create Temporary Aging Services Worker

10. Amend Budget – Social Services (Administration)

Mr. Willcox asked that Agenda Item No. 1 be pulled from the Consent Agenda. Ms. Price made a motion to consider Agenda Items 2-10 as a consent agenda. Seconded by Mr. Park. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 
Ms. Price made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor of the consent agenda; none opposed. The resolutions were approved. 



	resolution #1
	Authorize Agreement – NYSID/Ames Linen – Uniform Services

	discussion
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. The clerk explained that NYSID is a preferred vendor, but that NYSID and Ames have not yet provided a proposal for the services. Mr. Willcox made a motion that Mr. B. Parker and Mr. Murphy contact NYSID regarding the proposal by March 23 at 9 a.m. and if necessary Chairman Williams will forward a resolution to the floor of the legislature. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Park, who was opposed. the motion was approved.

	Other Discussion Items

	Treasurer’s Office Review 
Ms. Kennedy said she will need two or three more days to be completely caught up on reconciling all accounts. This does not include the “due to” and “due from” accounts. She hopes to have these accounts done and a balance sheet done by the end of the month. Mr. O’Mara said there is an employee who is out of the office, but is willing to work from home, but needs a Dr. release. Ms. Kennedy thanked Personnel Director Annette Barber for her assistance in staffing the Treasurer’s office. He added that RSVP. Mr. O’Mara added that an RFP for auctioneers will go out next week. 
NYS Budget
Mr. Murphy said that he and Chairman Williams will be attending Lobby Day in Albany to discuss County impacts by the Governor’s proposed budget. He said that the state is still considering a 2% property tax cap, but with no significant mandate relief. He explained a 2% property tax increase would raise revenue by about $600,000, while NYS mandates are increasing county costs by more than $2 million. He added that NYSAC submitted a list of more than 200 recommended mandate relief measures, and that none of them were considered by the governor’s mandate commission. Ms. Price made a motion to have a resolution drafted in support of NYSAC’s proposals, and demanding mandate relief prior to imposing a property tax cap. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
The committee discussed ways to educate the public about how mandates dictate the county budget. Ideas included letters mailed to each taxpayer in the county, a newsletter, and including mandate information on the county tax bills. 

Aged tax exemption level

Ms. Price said this has not been reviewed in several years and she would like to look into raising the income level for exemptions for seniors. Ms. Arnold said this can be discussed at the April meeting. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	M. Park made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Pace. The meeting was adjourned.
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