	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	March 15, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Special Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, Newell Willcox, Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department;  Ed Purser, County Attorney; Catherine Wilde and Skip Chapman, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Larry Cornell, John Steger, Sandy Price, Dick Bushnell, and Tony Pace, legislators;  Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Will Streeter

	not present
	John Troy, Danny Ross

	Discussion Topics

	County Landfill – Local Laws
Mr. Fuller said the County Solid Waste Management Plan, which is scheduled to be approved and sent to the state this month, can be modified if any of the changes discussed today come to fruition. He said he has reviewed all previous solid waste laws and recommends abolishing all of them and combining all information into one law. Mr. Fuller provided a list of potential changes to discuss.
Mr. Fuller said he would like to eliminate the portion of the law that allows only waste generated in Cortland County to be deposited at the landfill. He said this would allow the county to accept material from other counties, including the possibility of BUD materials. Eliminating this portion will not automatically permit BUD. That needs to be done separately. Mr. Fuller said that the tipping of BUD material does not count against the county’s permit of 44,500 tons. The committee discussed the options of accepting waste from other counties, including BUD, and contracting with haulers, as well as who is responsible for the content of the waste being tipped. (hauler, through contract) Mr. Murphy explained that the DEC approves material as BUD, however the County does not need to accept every BUD material, only those the County deems acceptable. Mr. Chambers said the county currently mines shale at the site to use as cover, which gets more difficult to mine as more is used.
Ms. Briggs asked about the current bond ($9 million) and the plan for revenue when the new cells were bonded for. Mr. Chambers said discussion at the time was to increase the tipping fees from $60 to $64 and the County was considering flow control. Mr. Fuller said $3 per ton for closure and expansion, and another $3 per ton for equipment is set aside per ton. However the legislature has taken money from those accounts to balance the budget. Ms. Arnold said that at that time, if the rates were raised, then smaller haulers said they would not use the landfill anymore. Ms. Arnold added that the two new cells are anticipated to last about 35 years, but that technology and state and federal regulations will change how solid waste programs operate. 

· Ms. Arnold made a motion to eliminate the prohibition of accepting BUD at the landfill from both inside and outside the county, and based on legislative approval of materials. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
· Ms. Arnold made a motion to eliminate the portion of the law that allows only waste generated in Cortland County be deposited in the County landfill. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Fuller said this does not restrict the county from later implementing flow control. Ms. Briggs said that there will be a significant impact on county roads if the landfill is opened up to outside haulers. Ms. Arnold said the flow would only be increased to the permitted amount of 44,500, which would not impact the roads that greatly. The Ensol Report states a significant impact if opened up as a regional landfill by increasing permitted tonnage. This would also require a new permit from the DEC. Ms. Price said opening the landfill for out-of-county waste should only be adopted after discussion of flow control and other options. Ms. Arnold withdrew her motion. 
· Mr. Fuller said acceptance of Construction and Demolition febris is already accepted (when authorized) by the County, but asked for a motion to ensure it is included in the new law to be drafted by Mr. Purser. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to allow authorized construction and demolition material at the landfill. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

· Mr. Fuller said he would like to contract or permit with haulers for an estimated annual tonnage. Mr. Chambers said there is a permit issued now, but there is no tonnage associated with it. Mr. Fuller said he would like an estimated tonnage included with an annual contract, to ensure the County does not go over the permitted tonnage of 44,500 early in the year. The contracts would be negotiated by a marketing consultant, if the County hires one. Ms. Arnold suggested a discounted tipping fee for those willing to sign a contract with an estimated tonnage in it, and asked for the opinion of the haulers in attendance. Mr. Ron Fuller and Ms. Lesa Williams both said they would not sign a contract with an estimated tonnage, and would haul trash to another landfill.  Mr. Murphy said an RFP has been issued for a consultant at the landfill, and if hired, that consultant should review the proposed amendments to this law. Ms. Gofkowski suggested allowing haulers to contract, but not mandating it. Ms. Arnold made a motion to allow haulers to contract to tip at the landfill by type and weight of material. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor, including Mr. Williams, except Ms. Briggs who was opposed. The motion was approved.
· Mr. Fuller asked for a motion to allow for one-time large contracts, or allow for a reduced fee for contracted tipping. He said fees would be set by the legislature and the consultant, if hired, or the landfill operator. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to include this in the local law. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Ms. Arnold said she would like this to be for one-time projects only, like the demolition of Wal-mart, which would be fair to the smaller haulers. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. The motion was approved.
· Mr. Fuller asked for a motion to preclude the deposit of well drilling debris, due to the possibility of radon and other contaminates that could result in the leachate being radioactive or untreatable locally. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to include this in the new law. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox, who was opposed. The motion was approved.
· Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to make accommodations for deposits of non-recyclable materials to be charged back to the perpetrator. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. Mr. Fuller said that it costs the county money every time something is dropped off that can not be recycled. Mr. Chambers said there will need to be some flexibility on this, as cardboard is recyclable, but is often wet or unable to be salvaged. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

· Mr. Fuller explained that it costs the county money to sort recyclable materials, through a contract with the JM Murray Center. There is currently a two-stream system, but there is no requirement for that in the law. Ms. Arnold said this could change at any time, and should not be included in the law. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Arnold, who was opposed. The motion was approved.
· NYS legislation now requires electronics manufacturers to cover the cost of recycling the electronics. Mr. Fuller said that there are some companies that are no longer in existence, and therefore can not cover the cost of the appliances. Ms. Gofkowski said that taxpayers are paying for a recycling center, and should be allowed to use it to recycle. Mr. Fuller said the law states the appliance must go back to the manufacturer. If the County will not accept them, they will end up on the side of the road. Ms. Briggs said this is unenforceable, as no one will be at the recycling center to ensure the appliances are returned to the manufacturer. Mr. Fuller said the acceptance of electronics is not currently in the law. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion that the new law include the acceptance of electronics at the recycling center, if they can not or will not be recycled by the manufacturer. Seconded by Ms. Arnold .All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
· Mr. Fuller said there is ambiguity now as to how the tipping fees can be established. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion for the new local law to state that tipping fees can be established by resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
· Ms. Arnold asked about the landfill accepting ditch cleanings from the towns, which could be used as cover. Mr. Fuller said the cleanings might have to be reviewed by DEC as BUD.

· Mr. Fuller referred to previous discussions regarding out-of-county trash being tipped at the landfill, and noted that no vote was taken on this. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion that the new law allow for out-of-county trash to be accepted at the landfill. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. The motion was approved. 

· Ms. Gofkowski made a motion that Mr. Purser re-write the Solid Waste Law, making all laws before null and void, and enacting the changes made at this meeting. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ms. Briggs said there is one large fundamental decision to make, and that the pros and cons of flow-control have not been discussed at all yet. Mr. Fuller said the changes made today do not restrict the county from enacting flow control, but warned that flow control will likely result in a lengthy law suit, which could result in a stay from making any operational changes at all until resolved. All members voting in favor; except Ms. Briggs, who was opposed. The motion was approved. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. The meeting was adjourned.
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