	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	March 10, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Syd McEvoy, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Tony Pace and Jack Williams, Legislators; Mary Bielby, Nancy Hart, CCE.

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the January, 2011 meeting. Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Grant Application for Capital Replacement Needs - NYSDOT 

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Dineen said this grant will allow the county to replace seven buses that were purchased in 2007. There may be additional funds for fare boxes and bus shelters. Four shelters were purchased last time, tow of which were placed at the JM Murray Center locations, one in McGraw, and possibly one at the hospital. There is a 10% local match, which is paid by First Transit. The previous buses will be auctioned off and the money will go to the county for Transportation programs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension
Mr. McEvoy said CCE has done more than 400 tax returns through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. He introduced Nancy Hart, who gave an overview of the services provided at the Cortland Family Fun & Resource Center on Main Street. Mr. McEvoy thanked the McNeil family, who owns the building, as rent was decreased to assist the Center.
First Transit Operations

Mr. Dineen spoke about the Job Access and Reverse Commute and New Freedom grants. The grants were for a total of $250,000, which resulted in a needs assessment being done. There was a 20% local match, being provided by the 7 Valleys Health Coalition. The County is a pass-through agency for the money. The Transportation Advisory Committee has a software vendor to coordinate the services. The software will allow the various agencies to better coordinate routes and times. 7 Valleys has also hired a mobility manager to coordinate the program. The Advisory Committee is working to develop a rural route for the County, and to coordinate it better with the work schedule of the County, which may alleviate some parking problems at the County Office Building.
Soil & Water Conservation District

Amanda Barber said the Federal Graze NY program has been cut, which had previously provided significant funds for grazing and farm management programs. She said she is working Senator Gillenbrand to find alternate funding sources. 
SWCD sponsored a presentation for landowners with expired gas leases, and what they can do to protect themselves and their property.

The SWCD has received $1.1 million for three out of four grant applications submitted for nine of 11 farms. Construction on these farms will not begin until 2012-2013.

Mary Bielby said that in December of 2009 the legislature passed a resolution asking the governor to make changes to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on Hydrofracking. The moratorium lasts through June, and she asked that the 2009 resolution be reviewed and updated to ask the governor to expand the scope of the EIS, provide more time for input and that and individual EIS needs to be done on each site.

Broadband Access in Homer

Ms. Arnold said that a meeting was held recently in Homer about the possibility of bringing Broadband Access to the area. Mr. Dineen said the proposed ION project is still possible and the company is looking for switch locations along the Route 13 corridor. 
LAP Update

Ms. Arnold gave an update from the Local Agriculture Promotion Sub-Committee. The East End Farmers Market will be moving to Homer on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

The Seven Valley Health Coalition and the Health Department have received a Health Places to Live, Work and Play grant from NYS and part of those funds will be used to develop a Cortland Bounty Program – providing more access to locally grown products. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Parker.  The meeting was adjourned.
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