	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	December 8, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  Ray Parker, Sandy Price, John Steger, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Jan Dempsey, Seven Valleys; Gareth McDonald, TCI Renewables; Jack Williams, legislator; Jackie Carlton, Becki Ireland-Perry, CCE.

	Not Present
	

	Minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2011 regular meeting. Seconded by Mr. Steger. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension

Ms. Perry spoke about the 4-H program, particularly the youth after school and summer programs. They offer programs for children from Kindergarten through 6th grade in Marathon, McGraw, Homer, Virgil and the City. 4-H has also begun a partnership with JC Penney’s. The “Round Up” program rounds up purchases to the nearest dollar amount and proceeds benefit the 4-H program. 

Transportation

Ms. Jan Dempsey, the Mobility Management Coordinator at Seven Valley’s Health Coalition, spoke about the Mobility Visioning Workshop coming up in January. She said in 2008 a needs assessment was done. The assessment found that the County should apply for grants to implement a Mobility Management System, which is now her responsibility to implement. She has created a new Route Committee which found new routes are necessary, but cost prohibitive. Another grant opportunity, one of only four in the country, has provided $95,000 for technical assistance to help better coordinate routes. It will be a 12-month study, which will include hiring a consultant, reviewing and adopting a new management plan, a financial plan, and improve transportation services. Ms. Arnold made a motion to forward a resolution to the legislature in support of the program, and authorizing county departments to work with Seven Valley. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
TCI Renewables/Windmill proposal
Gareth McDonald of TCI Renewables gave a PowerPoint Presentation on the Crown City Windfarm Project. He said the company is interested in leasing a portion of the landfill property for several turbines. He said the company is in the process of doing the required bird and bat study. The archeology study is complete and there were no issues found. The Sound Level Assessment has been done and results are within necessary guidelines. The Visual Assessment is on-going as the project evolves, but to date it has been determined the project would not degrade or diminish the landscape. Ms. Arnold asked that the decibel level results be provided for legislators. Mr. McDonald agreed, but noted that the sound assessment will need to be updated once the generator and megawatts of the turbines is finalized. Mr. McDonald said the wetland study is ongoing, but there are very few wetlands in the planned area. He said TCI holds acquisition options on about 60% of the area. The feasibility study and the system liability impact studies have been completed. He said the final layout of where turbines would be placed is based on having 100% land acquisition, which he hopes for in the summer of 2012. The current rendition calls for 44 turbines (15 in Cortlandville, nine in Homer, eight in Truxton and 12 in Solon). He said a public information session was held in McGraw in October, with an 80% approval rating of the project. The current setbacks are 1,600 feet from a residency. The average agreement provides for $5,500 per year per turbine, with an additional payment on a sliding scale. He anticipates the project will bring between 150 and 200 workers for construction (6-9 months) and between 4 and 6 permanent jobs.
The proposed lease for the County’s landfill property calls for a $1,500 option payment, $5,500 per turbine, and a long-term payment of $1,500 per year. With all payments totaled the annual amount paid to the county would be about $40,000 per year. Mr. McDonald said he hopes to submit the Draft Environmental Impact Statement in August of 2012, and the Final EIS in March of 2013. Construction would begin in March of 2014 and end by November of that year. This timeline would make the system operational by March 2015. The lease will be for 25 years, with two 10-year extension options, or the turbines can be decommissioned if wind farms are no longer viable. Mr. Dineen said that TCI has leases on land that also have previous gas leases, which means the gas companies would have first right of refusal. Mr. McDonald said the gas companies will sign off on the final layout of the project. 

Hydrofracking SGEIS

Ms. Arnold said the public comment period on the Supplemental General Environmental Impact Statement on hydrofracking has been extended to Jan. 11. Mr. Ross called for a special meeting to review the committees comments on the EIS for December 21 at 2 p.m.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.
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