	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	december 6, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Meeting

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman; John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Jennifer Gofkowski, Danny Ross and Susan Briggs

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department; Sandy Price, Larry Cornell, Dick Bushnell, Tony Pace and Amy Cobb, legislators; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Gordon Wheelock, Ray Oliver; Skip Chapman and Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Kevin Whitney; Don Boyden; Steven Flatt.

	not present
	Newell Willcox  - excused 

	Minutes
	Mr. Troy made  a motion to approve the minutes of the Nov. 1, 2011 Regular Meeting, the Nov. 10, 2011 Special Meeting and the Nov. 15, 2011 Special Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Amend 2012 Budget – JM Murray Center/Professional Services

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Abolish Positions – Highway/Recycling Center

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Fuller said this will eliminate two jobs that are currently filled, and he thanked the employees for their dedicated service. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #3
	Authorize County Attorney to Proceed with Acquisition of Necessary Land Rights Under Eminent Domain Procedure Law - Airport

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Buerkle said the County is at an impasse with 1 of the 12 landowners for the FAA Obstruction Mitigation project. He said the property owner is asking for much more money for the easement than the County is willing to offer. Due to this, the County and its consultant for the project, can not move forward. Mr. Purser said he has done outside legal work for the property owner in question, and therefore has a conflict. He said he would need approval to hire outside counsel for this work. He said he really didn’t know what the cost for this would be, but he anticipates it may be between $3,000 and $4,000, which is considerably less than the difference between the County’s offer and the property owner’s asking price. Mr. Buerkle said any timber value of trees, and replacement of smaller trees can be included in the negotiations. 

	resolution #4
	Establish T-Hangar Space and Ramp Tie-down Rental Rates – Cortland County Airport

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. This is an increase in rates from 2011.(new hangar space $225 to $235 per month; old hangar space $200 to $210 per month; tie downs $3 per night to $5 per night, or $30 per month up to $50 per month) These are the rates that were used in preparing rent revenues in the adopted 2012 budget. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	resolution #5
	Award Highway Equipment – Snow Plow/Dump Trucks

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Chambers said the money for this purchase is in the 2012 budget, but he would like approval to purchase the trucks now, as the NYS bid expires 12/31/11 and prices will go up next year. The old vehicles being replaced will be sold at auction. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #6
	Household Hazardous Waste Application - Landfill

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Resolution #7
	Adopt Local Law No. 6 of 2011 – A Local Law to Establish a Program for the Collection, Transportation and Disposal of Solid Waste and Recyclables at the Cortland County Landfill

	Discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Fuller said he has been accused of not properly sharing information with the public. He shared an article he has submitted to the newspaper, and said this local law has been placed on the County and Highway Department’s website, and a hardcopy has been sent to every town and village in the County. He distributed a copy of Frequently Asked Questions that he asked the committee to review that will also be sent out, with Committee approval. The committee reviewed the questions and recommended changes. Mr. Troy referenced a recent Cortland Standard editorial and said he agrees that the new, incoming legislature should have the opportunity to vote on this law, and there should be more consensus on such a controversial issue. Mr. Ross said the landfill is losing $83,333 per month, and this law might help slow the bleeding. Ms. Briggs said the County should hire an operations manager to run the landfill for a year and evaluate the operation. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Briggs and Mr. Troy, who were opposed. The resolution was approved. Ms. Gofkowski said she does not care what the Cortland Standard’s “self-serving, pompous and arrogant editorial’s have said over the last two years,” and that the legislature should pass this law. Mr. Pace said that this legislature was voted into office to vote on resolutions and laws, not to “pass the buck” to the next legislature. Ms. Arnold said that passing this law does not prohibit any future action such as flow control or other options. Ms. Briggs said that while this legislature does not intend to expand the landfill, approving this law is the first step to allowing a future legislature to do so. She said she thinks the law should differentiate between BUD and trash, and only allow BUD material from out of the County. Mr. Fuller recognized Mr. Flatt, and asked him to keep his comments to three minutes. Mr. Flatt said he could not keep his presentation to three minutes, and declined to speak. Mr. Fuller asked that Mr. Flatt provide his comments in writing for the committee to review. 

	resolution #8
	Adopt Local Law No. 7 of 2011. – A Local Law Requiring Providing that a Road Preservation Permit Shall be Required for Use of County Roads. 

	discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Ms. Price said this law has been thoroughly reviewed by town highway superintendents, local businesses and the Chamber of Commerce. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Other Discussion

· Mr. Chambers said the Celtic Festival has provided a list of things that would need to be covered in the contract. It has been provided to Mr. Purser for review.
· Mr. Fuller asked the committee to review the Department Activities Report. He noted that the department is doing a number of projects that were not on their original plan, including a bridge and the courthouse steps.
· Airport Advisory Board expires at the end of the year, and a new board will need to be reappointed at the January meeting of the Legislature. 



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Troy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. The meeting was adjourned.
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