	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	November 3, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  Ray Parker 

	attendees
	Amanda Barber, SWCD; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Dan Dineen, Planning; Syd McEvoy and Shawn Smith, Cooperative Extension; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Gordon Wheelock; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Lesa Williams

	Not Present
	Sandy Price, John Steger, excused; Tom Hartnett

	Minutes
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2011 regular meeting. Seconded by Mr. Parker. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	resolution #1
	Authorize Agreements – Planning Department (STERPDB and CNYRPDB)

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Dineen said he has negotiated with both the Southern Tier East Regional Planning and Development Board, and the Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board. Dues to these boards in previous years were $10,000 each. Through negotiations the respective boards have allowed Cortland County membership for a total of $10,000, split between to two agencies. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension

Mr. McEvoy distributed Cooperative Extension’s annual report and calendar. He then introduced Shawn Smith, who spoke about the Human Ecology and Nutrition program. The program is funded through two funding sources - East Smart NY and the other is Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program. She said East Smart funding was cut by 42% last year, which resulted in the loss of a position. This year 1.5% was put back in (about $500) which has allowed the hiring of a position. She said at the mid-point and end of each year, an evaluation is done, and she distributed a report on each of the programs. She said the EFNEP is designed to assist limited resource audiences in learning behavior for nutritional diets, food resource management, food safety and physical activity. The Eat Smart program also focuses on the consumption of fruits and vegetables. There were 73 participants in one funding stream, and 50 in the other. Most participants are volunteers, but Child Protective Services does make referrals and there are some mandated clients. 
Soil &  Water Conservation District
Ms. Barber provided a committee report. She said the nice weather has allowed for the SWCD to finish up field projects, and begin data collection for projects for next year. She said a grant application has been submitted to educate staff and residents on site assessment for alternative energy development. They are also working on a grant to involve students in the Chesapeake Bay TMDL issue. A third grant has been submitted to train local highway officials in post-flood emergency stream intervention protocols. 
Ms. Barber said the SWCD is finishing riparian plantings in Freetown and Willet.

The spring planting program order forms will be available in December. 

Planning Department/Transportation

Mr. Dineen said he is having a difficult time locating a bus shelter for downtown Cortland due to DPW and DOT regulations, which require 25 feet from the centerline of the road. Mr. Ross said due to maintenance and other legal issues all municipalities should be notified, and authority granted, prior to a new shelter being installed. 
TCI Renewables/Windmill proposal
Mr. Ross said the TCI proposal includes three windmills on the County landfill property. Mr. Dineen said that TCI submitted a sample lease agreement to the County four years ago, but it was geared toward a private property owner, rather than a municipality, and no action was taken. Mr. Ross asked about potential revenue from these windmills. Mr. Dineen said that issue is negotiable with TCI. He said other areas average about $8,000 per year/per megawatt, and these towers are scheduled to be two-megawatts each. The committee asked that TCI give a presentation at a future meeting on the status of the project. Mr. Dineen said that TCI hopes to be ready to move forward with the project in the spring or summer of 2012. 

SGEIS on Hydrofracking

Public Comments on the Supplemental General Environmental Impact Statement on Hydrofracking are due to the DEC by December 12. Ms. Arnold said she would like the Ag & Planning Committee to submit comments, as it did last time. She is working with Mr. Dineen and Ms. Barber from SWCD and others to compile comments for Ag & Planning to review. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Parker made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Fuller.  The meeting was adjourned.
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