	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	november 1, 2011
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Jennifer Gofkowski, Vice Chair; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller, 

	attendees
	Lee Price, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender’s Office; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Jack Williams, legislator; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Dave Hartnett, Assistant County Attorney; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Gordon Wheelock; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC radio; Jack Hess and Rob Corpora, Info. Tech.

	Not present
	 

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Authorize Payment – Patrick Snyder/EICS

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Mr. Corpora said the SEQR process for the Emergency Interoperable Communications System has been more complex than anticipated. This resolution allows the County to pay Mr. Snyder for the work he has done to date, and provides a little room for additional work. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Agreement – McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center (District Attorney)

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Suben said the McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center in Syracuse has agreed to subcontract for the Director’s services, rather than filling a position that would require fringe benefits and cost more money. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Jail/Sheriff
Sheriff Price said his department is down by five positions right now due to various circumstances, and said this has had an impact on overtime. He said if any legislators have any questions as to how overtime hours are established, he would be happy to talk to them and explain. 
Sheriff Price said the undersheriff has distributed bid packages for repairs on patrol cars. He is hoping the bid results come back lower that what the County is currently paying.
Fire & Emergency Management
Mr. Duell said that Onondaga County’s Air-One Helicopter is facing budget problems, and that County has approved a resolution to keep Air-One flights within in the confines of Onondaga County. Last year the helicopter made five flights to Cortland County for emergency situations. There is a closest concept rotation with the State Police and Mercy Flight helicopters. The estimated costs for a flight is about $1,000 per hour. Onondaga County may be billing for services. Also, a foundation has been established to make donations to help offset these costs. Cayuga County has been sending money to Onondaga County for this coverage for several years.

Public Defender Update:

Mr. Dayton said as the end of the year approaches there is usually a push to get all assigned counsel vouchers in, and he will keep the committee updated on that. He added that he is doing what he can to help on any potential transition to an Assigned Counsel Administrator position in the County Attorney’s office.

Probation 
Ms. Cutia said that previous information had indicated the County would not receive a Governor’s Traffic Safety Grant to offset costs related to the Ignition Interlock Program. She said that status has changed, and the state will get $3 million to split among counties, and Cortland County will likely receive about $10,000. 
Weights & Measures:

Mr. Moses said he has received comments from one local jeweler regarding the proposed Precious Metals law. He plans to implement some suggested changes and have the law ready for consideration at the December meeting. 
Emergency Interoperable Communications System 
Mr. Corpora said he has spoken with officials at the FAA and the plans have changed regarding the Polkville tower. The FAA will need the property, and will not deed it over to the County. He said a possibility will be granting an easement and/or lease to the County, and he will keep the committee updated on any developments. 

Mr. Hess said the status of the Homeland Security grants is still unknown. Original timetable for announcement was “mid-summer.” It appears the decisions have been about allocations, but the Governor’s office has yet to determine how those announcements will be made. 
Mr. Fuller said the town of Taylor has concerns about the need and size of a subdivision and an easement for the tower project in the town, as well as the possibility of a tower collapse. Mr. Hess said he will be attending the town board meeting to address the concerns.
County Coroners

Mr. Fuller said there is less than $20,000 in Coroner’s budget, with many bills for autopsies and transportation coming in, particularly at the end of the year. Mr. Park said the Coroner needs to address any necessary fund transfer with the County Administrator.

	adjournment
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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