	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	October 11, 2011
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Lee Price and Capt. Rigg, Sheriff’s Office; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender’s Office; Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Tony Pace, legislator; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Elizabeth Larkin, County Clerk; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Gordon Wheelock; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC radio; Greg Greene, Chuck Sheridan, David Huffman.

	Not present
	 Dick Bushnell - Excused

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the Sept. 6, 2011 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Oppose Legislation – Elimination of Eye Tests for Driver’s License Renewals

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Ms. Larkin said the state legislation that was going to eliminate the required eye test for a driver’s license has been withdrawn. Mr. Fuller said he would still like to approve the resolution to voice the Legislature’s thoughts on any such legislation being re-introduced. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Contract/Accept Funds – NYS Office on Indigent Legal Services

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Mr. Dayton said that a new state entity “found” new funds. At this point this is a one-year grant, but he expects it may be extended in future years. The grant dictates that the money must be used for Education and Training, Computer Equipment and Publications. He said the new software program allows for more efficient tracking of cases and clients, and will have a service contract of about $1,000, which will be taken from elsewhere within the Public Defender’s budget. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	

	Discussion Items

	Jail/Sheriff
Capt. Rigg said the jail is changing its prescription drug company. The County has worked with Omnicare for many years, and will be switching to Health Direct, a subsidiary of Kinney Drugs. He said the move should save between 5 and 10% on medication. 
Sheriff Price said that last month the he transferred funds to the overtime budget to cover expenses. He is not sure that will be enough, as he is down three employees right now, as well as one vacant position. 
Probation Update
Ms. Cutia said the grant that funded the ignition interlock program will likely not be funded in 2012. The grant maxed out at $10,612, which was intended as a one-time initial set up grant. The County served 98 people so far, at a cost of about $114 per person, which exceeded the grant anyway.  
Public Defender Update:

Mr. Dayton followed up on last month’s request regarding what would happen if the Public Defender refused to take a parole violation case. He contacted 12 other counties. Broome County reported that if a parole case was refused, it would be treated like a conflict and assigned to a local attorney, and then a voucher would be sent to the County to pay the legal fees anyway. 
Weights & Measures:

The Clerk distributed an updated copy of a proposed Precious Metals Local Law. Mr. Greg Greene said the 7-day holding period would be a problem for local jewelers, as the market fluctuates so frequently. He said the holding period could also cause cash flow problems, and that the law is unenforceable for itinerant buyers/sellers who can pack up and be in another county or state so quickly. Mr. Huffman said that a record-keeping requirement in the law, including photos of the jewelry and the license of the seller, could help identify any stolen items. Mr. Moses said that a permit could be required as part of the law, which would be a potential revenue stream, and could act as a deterrent for the itinerant dealers. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to table the topic to the November meeting to allow for additional changes to the law. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Mr. Purser asked that the jewelers in attendance put their concerns in writing so they can be better addressed. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The item was tabled.

	adjournment
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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