	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	january 20, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:39 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Special Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Danny Ross, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department;  Ed Purser, County Attorney; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Larry Cornell, John Steger, Dick Bushnell, Tony Pace, legislators;  Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Will Streeter; Mary Bielby; Lesa Williams, Ron Fuller, Cindy Monroe, John Battaglia, Ensol; Ron Rocco; Lee Miller; Janet Steck.

	not present
	Newell Willcox – excused

	resolution #1
	Engineering Services Term Agreement/Highway Dept.

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller said the committee to review the engineering proposals still has not determined a name to forward to the legislature, but he would like to forward the resolution to the full legislature for an engineering firm to be determined at that time. Mr. Troy made a motion to forward the resolution to Legislative Session. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ms. Gofkowski said she does not approve of the scoring system used to evaluate the engineering firms and that costs and fees should be considered. All members voting in favor; except Ms. Gofkowski, who was opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Engineering Services Term Agreement/Solid Waste

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Briggs asked what this engineering firm will do. Mr. Chambers explained that this engineer does a physical study of the space used at the landfill and makes projections as to future use. The information compiled is necessary for a mandated report by the DEC. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Gofkowski, who was opposed. The motion was approved. 

	Discussion Topics

	County Landfill – Ensol’s John Battaglia
Mr. Fuller said the County Attorney has opined that the county may not sell the landfill, but may only lease it for a long-term lease. Mr. Battaglia said he has asked for a second opinion from a law firm out of Albany. This firm said the county may lease for a maximum of 25 years, with the option to extend the lease. He added that according his attorney, the county may sell the landfill by going through the same process it would to dispose of any other county-owned property. Mr. Battaglia said he would share this documentation with the committee and the county attorney. He said the point of long-term liability, particularly in regards to the older, closed cell, will still exist, whether the county leases or sells the landfill. Ontario County is 10 years into a 25 year lease. Mr. Fuller said he would like to re-write the solid waste local law to encompass all of the “fragmented” laws that exist and combining it under one comprehensive local law. He said he would also like it to include the acceptance of BUD material (Beneficial Use Determination), and to allow trash from the seven contiguous counties to Cortland. He said that pricing should be set by resolution, rather than local law, which would allow for a sliding rate structure based on volume and frequency of tipping. Mr. Battaglia said much of this could also be done by contract with each individual hauler. Mr. Williams asked who would broker and manage the contract and pricing. Mr. Battaglia said it could be done in house, or by hiring a consultant.
Ms. Gofkowski asked about increased leachate or contaminates in the leachate if the  landfill were opened to out-of-count haulers. Mr. Battaglia said the landfill produces between 6-8 million gallons of leachate per year. The City Wastewater Treatment Plant processes about 9 million gallons per day. The leachate is, and would remain, a very small percentage of the city’s operation. Mr. Battaglia said flow control will increase the tonnage at the landfill, but costs may be passed on from the haulers to the general public, and that the image of flow control is “big government” interfering in the lives of the public and the haulers. Ms. Briggs asked about how increased tonnage could affect the water testing sites. Mr. Battaglia said there would be no change and the double-lining of the landfill has worked very well. Mr. Streeter said the City of Auburn has already gone through this and the county should contact them. Lee Miller suggested that a cost-benefit analysis be done prior to changing any of the local laws. Mr. Fuller spoke about the history of the landfill, beginning in 1972 when the county purchased the existing landfill known as the former Towsley Landfill.
Tioughnioga River Trail

Mr. Fuller said there has been no determination as to if the county will need to repay the grant funds already used for engineering costs. The initial grants were applied for and received by the BDC/IDA, but the county has accepted sponsorship of the program. The committee asked that Mr. Murphy schedule a meeting with Thoma Development and any other interested parties to determine what grant funds are still available, if any, and if the county would need to pay back funds already spent. Mr. Chambers explained that there were two grants obtained through the NYS Dept. of Transportation, in addition to the $750,000 grant acquired through Thoma Development. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy. The meeting was adjourned.
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