	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	january 13, 2011
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Tom Beaudy, Susquehanna River Basin Commission; Syd McEvoy, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Dave Hartnett, Assistant County Attorney

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2010 meeting. Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Presentation - Susquehanna River Basic Commission

Mr. Beaudy gave a presentation on the SRBC. The SRBC’s goal is to enhance public welfare through comprehensive planning, water supply allocation, and management of the water resources of the Susquehanna River Basin. To accomplish this mission, the SRBC works to reduce damages caused by floods; provide for the reasonable and sustained development and use of surface and ground water for municipal, agricultural, recreational, commercial and industrial purposes; protect and restore fisheries, wetlands and aquatic habitat; protect water quality and in-stream uses; and ensure future availability of flows to the Chesapeake Bay. The Committee asked about regulations related to water use by natural gas drilling companies. Mr. Beaudy said that SRBC must get withdrawal approvals for the amount of water taken from wells or surface water, but SRBC does not monitor usage of the water once it is withdrawn. He said the amount of water being used in hydrofracking operations is minimal when compared with other municipal or private industry operations.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County SPCA 

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Fuller asked if towns do not have a dog warden, does this contract cover those services. Mr. Ross explained that this contract is only for the animal cruelty cases, which the county is mandated to provide. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Resolution Requesting the NYS Legislature to Enact Legislation Allowing Rifle Hunting in Cortland County

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. This request has been made to the state in previous years, but was never acted on by the state legislature. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cornell Cooperative Extension
Mr. McEvoy spoke about several upcoming events, including the Jr. Holstein competitions, Winter Dairy Management meeting and tractor certification classes. The annual plant sale is also coming up soon.
First Transit Operations

Mr. Dineen said the Transportation Advisory Committee is looking into possible Saturday bus runs. Also, software proposals for a new Public Transportation System are being accepted and reviewed. 
County-Owned Properties

Mr. Murphy said the list of county-owned properties has been reviewed with the assistance of the Planning Department, Highway Department and legislators Price and Briggs. AT this time there is no property owned by the county that does not have a use or an intended use. 

Reapportionment and the 2010 Census

Mr. Dineen said the 2010 Census figures are expected to be released in mid-February. Following the 1990 and 200 census, the Planning Department provided different scenarios for redistricting the county, including reducing the number of legislators. The committee would like to begin looking at this at the April meeting. 

Soil & Water Conservation District

Amanda Barber said the SWCD is holding a gas-leasing workshop for landowners who may have a lease that is soon to expire. She said more details will be announced in the SWCD newsletter.
Task Force
Mr. Ross distributed a list of members of the Advisory Committee on Natural Gas, consisting of himself, Jack Williams, Amanda Barber, Don Chambers, Brenda DeRusso, Dan Dineen, john Helgren, Martin Murphy and Garry VanGorder. He said he hopes to have the first meeting by the end of January. Mr. Ray Parker has volunteered to serve on the committee, and asked any other volunteers, who do not have a gas lease, to contact him if they would like to serve on the committee.   

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.
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