	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	January 11, 2010
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Jennifer Gofkowski, Vice Char; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller

	attendees
	Lee Price, Herb Barnhart and Nick Wagner Sheriff’s Office; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; Bob Duell, Kevin Whitney, Fire & Emergency Management; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, IT; Jack Williams, Sandy Price, John Troy and Tony Pace, legislators; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulivhill, WXHC; Cathy Heller

	Not present
	 

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to accept the minutes of December 7, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	resolution #1
	Home Rule Request – Increase the Existing Surcharge on Telephone Access Lines

	discussion
	Mr. Purser said there are some changes that need to be made to the resolution. Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the resolution, based upon the pending changes by Mr. Purser. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Mr. Purser said there is a possibility that a surcharge could also be added for wireless phones as well. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved, pending changes.

	Discussion Items

	Sheriff’s Department

Sheriff Price said the jail is full, with five inmates in Chenango county and four inmates in Tioga County. 

Probation

Ms. Cutia said a Supervisor retired and the position will not be filled until the end of February. A keyboard specialist has been hired, and so there is only one vacant clerical position. 

The department is working on an annual plan for Albany, due Feb. 1.

Caseload Explorer, the department’s new software program, is being implemented. 

Public Defender’s Office

Mr. Williams said the county must provide a report to the state in February, and needs figures from the Public Defender’s Office. He asked that Mr. Dayton provide these figures by the first week in February. 

Interoperable Communications System
Mr. Murphy distributed proposals from law firms who have already done work to date at no cost.  (Gilberti Stinziano for SEQR review and Marquardt for Bond Counsel). He asked that resolutions be forwarded to the legislature to officially hire these firms for moving forward with the project. He added that the county has issued an RFP for legal counsel for the SEQR Process and received a proposal from Patrick Snyder. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to have resolutions prepared to hire Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith for work done to date in the SEQR Process. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to prepare a resolution to hire Trespasz &  Marquardt as Bond Counsel for the project. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Other Discussion Items

· Mr. Park asked Mr. Purser when the committee could expect a draft copy of proposed changes to the County Ethics Law. Mr. Purser said Feb. 1. 

· Mr. Williams distributed copies of the Cortland County Bar Association’s 18B Plan for indigent defense. He said he would like to consider the possibility of hiring an administrative person to assign cases. Mr. Dayton said the current system in county and family court is assigned by the judge. For town courts the public defender’s office refers and attorney and once they appear in court they can be approved or disapproved by the judge. Mr. Williams said he thinks a part-time person could fill this role, with the possibility of clerical staff for assistance. Mr. Suben, who said his opinion as a citizen and an attorney, not as the district attorney, is that the county is not in compliance with this plan and that an administrator should be hired. Mr. Williams asked that the JPS Committee research the possibility of hiring an administrator and secretary, with funds to be paid out of the Public Defender’s Assigned Counsel budget line. Ms. Cobb made a motion that the JPS Committee research this option. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. 

	Adjournment
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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