	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	january 11, 2011
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. D. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:38 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman, John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Don Chambers, Highway Department;  Ed Purser, County Attorney; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Jack Williams, Tony Pace, legislators;  Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Cathy Heller, Sec. to Administrator; Lee Miller; Rob Corpora, Information Technology; Tim DeJulio, Bill Thayer and other reps from the NYS DEC. 

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of December 7, 2010. Seconded Mr. Willcox. All members present voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	Discussion Topics

	County Landfill – BUD Materials

Mr. Chambers introduced the representatives from the Dept. of Environmental Conservations. The DEC representatives explained that the DEC is a permitting process for operating the landfill and ensures that the county operates within the state’s regulations. Cortland County is permitted to accept 44,500 tons per year, but only accepts about 20,000-25,000 tons. Mr. Chambers said the 44,5000 tons was based on the average amount of trash created by New York residents, factored by the county population.
Mr. Fuller asked about accepting trash from contiguous counties. The DEC does not regulate where the trash comes from – that is done by local law, and the county’s current law does not allow for out-of-county trash. It takes six months to a year to amend a permit to accept more trash. Mr. Chambers said that in addition to the county’s local law, the solid waste management plan would also need to be amended and approved by the DEC. Mr. Willcox asked about accepting drillings from Marcellus Shale operations. The DEC has approved drilling material as an acceptable waste stream, however the fracking fluids have not been accepted. The sale or lease of the landfill would require a transfer of the current permit, however if the new company wanted to increase the tonnage, they too would have to go through the permitting process. The committee discussed the liability associated with the sale or lease of the agreement, including the liability for the cell that has already been closed. Mr. Purser said he does not feel the county can completely rid itself of liability, no matter what is done with the landfill. He added that he believes the county can only lease the property for up to 25 years, and that sale is not an option. Mr. Chambers said the state is encouraging, and may someday require organic recycling, which could effect the waste stream and tonnage. He added that if the county does increase tonnage, it may be required to install a gas collection operation. Ms. Briggs asked about the use of BUD materials over the county’s aquifer. The DEC reps indicated that the aquifer under the landfill is not considered a sole-source aquifer and with the double lining in the cells it should not be a concern. 
Mr. Fuller said he would like Mr. Purser to review all current Solid Waste and landfill laws and consolidate them into one comprehensive Local Law. He would also like the law to allow for trash to be accepted from contiguous counties, and allow for BUD materials. No vote was taken on this. He has also asked Mr. Chambers to estimate the cost of the current cover used daily at the landfill, including personnel and machinery costs.

Ms. Briggs asked to review the revenue stream at the Recycling Center and the work done by the county’s broker. Mr. Chambers said he can provide the committee with this information. He added that the broker provides transportation and works to get the best price for the commodities the county has available. The broker is paid $5 per ton, and in 2010 about 2,700 tons was moved through the recycling center. 

Mr. Fuller discussed a letter from Mr. John Medzdef, regarding potential BUD material out of the Auburn area from the production of Stainless Steele.

Tioughnioga River Trail

Ms. Angela Wilde spoke in favor of accepting funds from a 2008 EPA Grant. She said that about $1.5 million in federal and state aid funds, as well as the $750,000 EPA grant may still be available. She said that matching funds can be provided through in-kind services. Ms. Wilde said the design work that has been done to date has cost nearly $200,000, for which the county may be responsible for if the project does not come to completion. Mr. Chambers read a draft letter to the EPA from Mr. Murphy, declining the grant funds. Mr. Fuller said the county has already paid for any work that has been done through previous grants, and no funds have been used from this grant source. There has been no confirmation if previously expended grant funds would need to be repaid if the project does not reach completion. Mr. Chambers discussed the history of the project, saying that one of the major obstacles was that a number of residents along the proposed trail were not willing to provide a right of way, and the state indicated they would not financially support the use of eminent domain for this project. The committee agreed to table this discussion and any action until a special meeting later in January to determine if the county will have to pay back the funds already used.  
Approval to Bid for Two Used Rollers
Mr. Chambers said he would like to go out to bid for two used rollers. The current rollers were purchased used about 20 years ago. Mr. Willcox asked about leasing the machines. Mr. Chambers said availability is a problem. He estimates the two rollers will cost about $160,000. The current rollers will be sold at auction. Mr. Troy made a motion to go out to bid for the rollers. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 
Approval to Bid for Two Snowplow/Dump Trucks

Mr. Chambers said he would like to go out to bid for two snowplow/dump trucks. Mr. Fuller said the county must stay in compliance with state regulations for emissions, and this also is part of the vehicle replacement plan. He expects the two vehicles to cost less than $400,000 is in the Highway Dept. budget. Mr. Troy made a motion to go out to bid on the trucks. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Celtic Festival Request
Mr. Chambers said an organization would like to hold a Celtic Festival at Dwyer Park, and will include jousting and heavy athletic games. Mr. Chambers has informed them the county would need to be an additionally insured party. The group would also like permission to serve alcohol at the event in July. Mr. Troy made a motion to approve use of the park, upon approval of the County Attorney. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Seconded 
CRT Contract

Mr. Fuller said he would like to negotiate the terms of the contract for the use of the pavilion by CRT. Ms. Briggs said she would like to explore the possibility of selling the pavilion. Mr. Fuller asked Ms. Briggs and Mr. Troy to discuss the contract with CRT. Mr. Ross said he would also like to be included. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION 1
	Engineering Services Term Agreement/Highway Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Fuller said that the committee tasked with rating the engineers has not completed reviewing the qualifications, and tabled the resolutions until the Jan. 20 Highway Committee meeting.  

	RESOLUTION 2
	Engineering Services Term Agreement/Solid Waste

	Discussion
	See Above

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy. The meeting was adjourned.
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