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Cortland County Legislature
November 30, 2010
6:00 P.M. – SPECIAL MEETING
Minutes

Public Hearing – 2011 Tentative Budget

Chairman Williams opened the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m. The Clerk read the legal notice for the a public hearing on the 2011 Tentative Budget. 

The first speaker was Sharon Stevens of Hamlin Street, Cortland. She spoke in opposition to County Legislators receiving health insurance benefits. She spoke in favor of reducing the number of legislators from 19 to 17. 
The next speaker was Mr. Rich Couch of Pendleton Street in Cortland. Mr. Couch spoke in favor of increasing funds for highways, roads and bridges, which improves the quality of life and provides employment opportunities for county residents. 

The third speaker was Mr. Gene Palmer of York Street in Cortland. Mr. Palmer said the city of Cortland is putting forth a budget with no increase in the tax rate. He asked that the overall budget be reduced in order to reduce or level property taxes. He asked that legislators review the Taxpayer Protection Act from Monroe County. 

The fourth and final speaker was Mr. John Carroll of Nye Road in Virgil. He thanked the county and union negotiation teams for the hard work and the concessions made in the recent union contract negotiations. He also asked that the county invest in countywide assessments in order to have an equitable tax rate throughout the county and keep all towns and villages “on the same page.”  

As there was no one else who wished to speak regarding the 2011 Tentative Budget, Chairman Williams closed the public hearing.

Public Hearing – Local Law No. 3 of 2010 - Cold War Veterans Tax Exemption

The Clerk announced that on the advice of County Attorney Ed Purser the Public Hearing on this local law will be cancelled and considered again next month.

Order of Business

Chairman Williams called the meeting to order at approximately 6:17 p.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag. The Clerk read the roll call. All members of the legislature were present.

New Business

Agenda Item No. 1 – Accept Proposal/Authorize Agreement – Participate in National Grid Rebate Program – Buildings & Grounds Department
On motion of Mr. Willcox. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Willcox explained that this resolution will allow the county to contract with National Grid for a lighting retrofit project which will provide the county with significant savings on utility bills. This project was originally in the scope of the NYPA Audit project, but has since been withdrawn. However, the lighting should still be considered part of one large energy conservation project which still includes the replacement of several boilers, which will still be done through NYPA. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 1 became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. WILLCOX



RESOLUTION NO. 353-10
Accept Proposal/Authorize Agreement

Participate in National Grid Rebate Program

Buildings and Grounds Department

WHEREAS, the Buildings and Grounds Committee has received proposals from the New York Power Authority and National Grid regarding rebates associated with a lighting retrofit project for County facilities, AND,

WHEREAS the Buildings & Grounds Committee has reviewed those proposals and recommends participating in the National Grid program for rebates associated with a lighting retrofit project for County facilities, AND,

WHEREAS those facilities are identified as:

Cortland County Court House 

Horizon House                                                                    

46 Greenbush St.



49 Grant St.

Cortland, N.Y. 



Cortland, N.Y.

Cortland County Recycling Center
Cortland County Public Safety

137 Pendleton St.



Building & Jail


Cortland, N.Y.



54 Greenbush St.







Cortland, N.Y.

Cortland County Landfill


Cortland County Airport

4708 Townline Rd.



922 Groton Rd

McGraw, N.Y.



Cortland, N.Y

Cortland County Cleary Bldg.

County Highway Complex

37 Church St.



Miller St. Ext/Traction Dr.



Cortland, N.Y.



Cortland, N.Y.

AND,

WHEREAS the Buildings & Grounds Committee has recommended to adopt the 24 month interest free payment option for the following facilities,

· Cortland County Court House 
$   505.28

· Horizon House


$     52.32

· County Recycling


$   189.82


· Public Safety/Jail


$1,197.26

· Landfill



$     84.88

· Airport



$   170.74

· Cleary Bldg.



$     77.97


· Highway Complex


$   718.40

to be paid from the corresponding Utility Account – .54025,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT,

RESOLVED, the Chairman of the Legislature, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, is hereby authorized to enter into multiple agreements (one for each facility) with National Grid to participate in a rebate program associated with a lighting retrofit project. 

Announcements 

The Clerk announced there will be a special meeting of the Legislature December 2, 2010 at 6 p.m. to adopt the 2011 Proposed County Budget
Adjournment

Ms. Price made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. The meeting was adjourned. 
	ROLL CALL VOTE
	
	
	

	Date: 10/28/2010 
	
	
	

	Agenda Item No. 1 - Resolution in Opposition to Natural Gas Drilling in State Forest Lands

	
	Votes
	AYE
	NAY
	Total

	Arnold
	3369
	1
	
	3369

	Briggs
	2789
	
	1
	0

	Bushnell
	2362
	1
	
	2362

	Cobb
	2317
	1
	
	2317

	Cornell
	2875
	
	1
	0

	Fuller
	3351
	
	1
	0

	Gofkowski
	1973
	
	1
	0

	Hartnett
	2334
	1
	
	2334

	Pace
	2357
	1
	
	2357

	Park
	2042
	
	1
	0

	Parker
	2324
	
	1
	0

	Price
	3207
	1
	
	3207

	Ross
	2314
	
	1
	0

	Spaulding
	2364
	1
	
	2364

	Steger
	2775
	1
	
	2775

	Troy
	2362
	1
	
	2362

	Waldbauer
	2816
	
	1
	0

	Willcox
	2348
	
	1
	0

	Williams
	2320
	1
	
	2320

	Total
	48599
	
	
	25767

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Majority
	24300
	

	
	
	2/3rd
	32400
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