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Cortland County Legislature
January 6, 2010
10:00 A.M.
Minutes
Order of Business

The Clerk of the Legislature opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. followed by the Salute to the Flag. A roll call was taken, and all members were present.
New Business
The Clerk announced that a nomination for Chairman of the Legislature will be taken from the floor, and a vote will be taken. If the motion fails, another nomination will be accepted. 
The Clerk recognized Mr. Troy. Mr. Troy nominated Mr. John Steger for Chairman. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. A roll call vote was taken. (See attached) The motion failed with a weighted vote of 20,603
The Clerk recognized Mr. Steger. Mr. Steger nominated Ms. Sandy Price for Chairman. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. A roll call vote was taken. (See attached) The motion failed with a weighted vote of 20,603.

The Clerk recognized Mr. Pace. Mr. Pace nominated Mr. Jack Williams. Seconded by Mr. Ross. A roll call vote was taken. (See attached). The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 27,996. The County Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Williams, and Mr. Pace’s motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MR. PACE


RESOLUTION NO. 1-10
Selecting Chairman of the County Legislature and 

Setting Official Undertaking

WHEREAS, the Rules of the prior Legislature allows for the Organizational Meeting of the succeeding Legislature to be held on or before January 15 for the purposes of organization and selecting a Chairman of the County Legislature, AND


WHEREAS, County Law, Section 450 requires the Chairman of the County Legislature to file an official undertaking in such an amount as may be required by the County Legislature, AND


WHEREAS, Cortland County presently has a policy covering employees for wrongful acts, NOW, THERFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that Jack Williams, 14 Cedar Street, Cortland, NY  13045 be and hereby is selected as Chairman of the County Legislature to serve during the term of this Board, AND, BE IT FURTHER 


RESOLVED, that the amount of the Chairman’s undertaking be zero. 

Chairman Williams asked for a motion to appoint the Clerk of the Legislature. Mr. Cornell made a motion that Jeremy Boylan be appointed as Clerk of the Legislature. Seconded by Ms. Price. Ms. Price stated that Mr. Boylan was the unanimous selection of the Search Committee. Chairman Williams asked if the legislature would like a roll call vote, or a “voice vote.” A “voice vote” was called. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and the motion was approved. The County Clerk Administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Boyaln, and Mr. Cornell’s motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 2-10
Appoint Clerk of the County Legislature

WHEREAS, §475 of County Law, states the legislature shall appoint a clerk who shall serve during the pleasure of the board and until a successor is appointed and has qualified, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order call for an Advisory Committee to review applications and interview candidates to make a recommendation to this legislature, AND


WHEREAS, §57.07 of Arts and Cultural Affairs Law provides for the appointment of a County Historian, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature’s Rules of Order state that the said Clerk of the Legislature shall also serve as County Historian, NOW, THEREFORE IT BE


RESOLVED, that Jeremy Boylan, 37 River Street, Homer, NY  13077 be and hereby is appointed to Clerk of the County Legislature of Cortland County to serve during the pleasure of this Board and until a successor is appointed and has qualified and shall be compensated in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy. 

Chairman Williams asked for a motion to appoint the County Attorney. Mr. Cornell made a motion to appoint Mr. Ed Purser. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Fuller said that Mr. Purser’s appointment was recommended by a majority of the search committee. Chairman Williams called for a voice vote. All members voting in favor, except for legislators Spaulding, Hartnett, Bushnell, Troy and Price. The motion was approved. The County Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Purser, and Mr. Cornell’s motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 3-10
Appointment County Attorney

WHEREAS, County Law, Section 500 requires the appointment of a County Attorney, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that Edward Purser, 44 Hamlin Street, Cortland, NY  13045 be and hereby is appointed County Attorney to serve during the tenure of this Board and be compensated in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy as adopted by Resolution No. 424-05 as amended by Resolution No. 367-07. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the County Attorney shall be the legal advisor to the Cortland County Legislature and every officer whose compensation is paid from County funds, in all matters involving an official act of a civil nature. The County Attorney shall prosecute and defend all civil actions and proceedings brought by or against the County, the Cortland County Legislature, and any official act, except as provided by County Law, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that all expenses and disbursements incurred by the County Attorney in the performance of any of the above duties shall be paid by the County, subject to audit.

Chairman Williams called for a motion to Receive & File the Nominating Form designating Susan Briggs as the Minority Leader of the Republican Party. Ms. Price made a motion to Receive & File. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

Chairman Williams asked for a motion to appoint a County Auditor. Ms. Price made a motion to appoint Dennis Whitt as County Auditor. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Price said that when the Legislature was considering implementing a County Administrator form of government it became evident that an additional “financial person” was also necessary. The first search did not fill the position. The second one did, and Mr. Whitt was appointed. She said he has done a good job in getting the county’s finances into shape, and recommends keeping Mr. Whitt as County Auditor. Chairman Williams called for a roll call vote. (See attached). The motion failed with a weighted vote of 21,095. Chairman Williams said that under these circumstances, he will call for a special meeting of the Legislature on Friday January 8 at 12 Noon, and he asked the Clerk to advertise this meeting. 
Chairman Williams called for a motion to appoint the Veteran’s Service Officer. Mr. Troy made a motion to appoint Mr. Carl Bullock as the Veteran’s Services Officer. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Fuller said that he has worked with Mr. Bullock in his capacity as Veterans Service Officer and highly recommends his reappointment. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Mr. Troy’s motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. TROY


RESOLUTION NO. 4-10
Appointment Veterans’ Service Officer

WHEREAS, Section 357 of Executive Law provides for the appointment by the Chairman, with the approval of the County Legislature, of a Director of Veterans’ Services, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the appointment by the Chairman of the Board is Carl Bullock, 15 OK Street, Box 276, McGraw, New York 13101, as County Director of Veterans Services to serve at the pleasure of said Chairman, be and hereby is approved, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that compensation for the position shall be in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Compensation Employment Policy. 

Chairman Williams called for a motion to appoint the Public Defender. Ms. Price made a motion to appoint Mr. Keith Dayton as Public Defender. Mr. Troy seconded the motion. Ms. Arnold said she could not support Mr. Dayton, as he spends time during the work day teaching college courses and at a private practice. Mr. Ross called for a Roll Call vote. (see attached) Chairman Williams said that he will abstain. The motion was approved with a weighted vote of 38,520, and Ms. Price’s motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MS. PRICE


RESOLUTION NO. 5-10
Appointment Public Defender

WHEREAS, Local Law No. 2 of 1966 provided for the creation of the Public Defender’s Office and established the term of office for the position of Public Defender, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that Keith Dayton, 2703 Cherry Lane, Dryden, New York 13053 be and hereby is appointed Public Defender for a two year term beginning January 1, 2010 and shall be compensated in accordance with the Management/Management Confidential Employment Policy. 

Mr. Ross made a motion to designate the Official Newspaper. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Mr. Ross’ motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 6-10
Designate Official Newspaper


WHEREAS, Section 214 of County Law requires the Legislature to select an official newspaper, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Cortland Standard, published by the Cortland Standard Newspaper, 110 Main Street, Cortland, New York 13045, be and hereby is designated as the official newspaper fairly representing the Cortland County Legislature, for the period of January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2011 AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature in conformance with County Law 214 shall cause such designation in writing and signed by a majority of the members representing each of said political parties. The Clerk shall forward this designation to be filed with the Secretary of State no later than January 10, 2010.

Mr. Troy made a motion to designate county depositories. Seconded by Ms. Price. Ms. Arnold said she would like to see a local or regional bank to replace JP Morgan Chase of interest rates are comparable. Mr. O’Mara said he will look into this, and if possible, have something ready for the next regularly scheduled meeting. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Mr. Troy’s motion became: 

ON THE MOTION OF MR. TROY


RESOLUTION NO. 7-10
Designation of Depositories

WHEREAS, County Law Section 212 and General Municipal Law Section 10 require that the Cortland County Legislature designate one or more banks or trust companies for the deposit of public funds received by the County Treasurer, AND


WHEREAS, such designation must specify the maximum amount which may be kept on deposit at any time in each bank designated by the Cortland County Legislature, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby designates the following banks and trust companies for the deposit of public funds received by the County Treasurer and that the County Treasurer is authorized to utilize these institutions for said purpose not to exceed maximum amounts listed below:


NAME






MAXIMUM AMOUNT


Alliance Bank, NA





$25,000,000.00


J.P. Morgan Chase Bank




$25,000,000.00


First Niagara Commercial Bank



$25,000,000.00


M & T Bank






$10,000,000.00


First National Bank of Dryden




$10,000,000.00


Key Bank of New York




$10,000,000.00


Tompkins Trust Co.





$10,000,000.00


HSBC







$10,000,000.00


Citizens Bank






$10,000,000.00

Mr. Cornell made a motion to authorize the Procurement of Property and Casualty Insurance. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Willcox asked why the county does not go out to bid for this. Mr. Schrader explained that the insurance itself is put out to bid by the third-party administrator, but the broker has not been bid, as it has never been directed to do so by the legislature. Ms. Price asked if there would be a lapse in coverage if that were done. Mr. Schrader said yes, there would be. Ms. Arnold said this can be reviewed during the upcoming year, and she asked what the brokerage fee is. Mr. Schrader said that it is based on commission, and is about 6 percent of the total cost of the insurance. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Mr. Cornell’s motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 8-10
Authorizing Procurement of

Property And Casualty Insurance

WHEREAS, the County is in need of Property and Casualty Insurance policies; including general liability, crime, law enforcement liability, medical malpractice, automobile liability, public officials’ liability, property, and umbrella coverage, AND

WHEREAS, McNeil & Company has received a policy proposal on the County’s behalf for insurance coverage beginning January 1, 2010 from the County’s current insurer, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, the Chairman of the Legislature, with the concurrence of the County Administrator, upon review and approval be the County Attorney, is authorized to execute any and all contracts necessary to bind insurance coverage for the County, in an approximate amount of $425,000.00 AND, BE IT FURTHER

 RESOLVED, that these policies shall serve as a blanket undertaking as required by §403 of County Law and authorized by §11 of Public Officers Law, AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, the County Administrator is directed to file a copy of these policies with the County Clerk.

Mr. Ross made a motion to adopt the Cortland County Rules of Order. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Fuller said that there have been some problems with the Rules of Order that have come to light, and he would like to see them addressed soon. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Mr. Ross’ motion became:

ON THE MOTION OF MR. ROSS


RESOLUTION NO. 9-10
Adoption of Rules of Order

Cortland County Legislature
WHEREAS, Local Law No. 2 for year 1972, Section 202, para.5 established that the Cortland County Legislature is empowered to enact rules governing the conduct of the members at its sessions and the manner of transacting business thereat, AND

WHEREAS, County Law Section 153[8] empowers the County Legislature to determine the rules of its own proceedings, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the attached Exhibit "A" entitled "Rules of Order for the Cortland County Legislature" are hereby adopted, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that all resolutions, which amend, repeal or in any manner affect these rules shall include proper reference to section, subsection or paragraph to maintain an orderly codification of these rules, AND, BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the rules shall be published in the annual journal of proceeding, in a booklet form for distribution to legislators and the public, and in electronic form on the County web pages, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect January 1, 2010.

Adjournment

Ms. Briggs made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. The meeting was adjourned. 
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