	Cortland County Health Committee

	Minutes
	april 8, 2010
	7:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Pace called the meeting to order at 7:03 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Tony Pace, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chairman, Ray Parker, Amy Cobb, John Steger, John Troy

	attendees
	Mike Kilmer, Mental Health;  Cathy Feuerherm, Health Dept.; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature, Sandy Price, legislator; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Kathie Arnold, legislator

	Not present
	Gene Waldbauer - excused

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the minutes of March 11, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	Resolutions

	Health Department #1
	Award Bid/Authorize Agreement – Transportation of Children with Disabilities

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Feuerherm said the county went out to bid for this, and only received one bidder. Birnie Bus has had this contract for the last two years. She said that $400,000 was requested for 2010, but that figure was cut to $250,000, and right now the estimated costs will exceed that figure by about $30,000. Right now there are 36 children being transported, all within the county. If even one has to go out of county, the costs will soar well beyond what was budgeted. The 2009 expenditures for this service was $220,000. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health department #2
	Accept Funds – Community Partnerships for Tobacco Control Program

	discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Feuerherm said that this year the program is working with landlords to create smoke-free housing. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	health department #3
	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Grant

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Feuerherm said this is a “safety net” for women that do not meet the requirements of other programs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	health department #4
	Appoint Member – Cortland County Board of Health 

(Marie Walsh)

	discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Pace explained that Ms. Walsh was already on the Board of Health, but due to a conflict with the Community Services Board, she resigned from the Board of Health. Now that the conflict has been resolved, she is willing to resume serving. Ms. Feuerherm said the seat is actually appointed by the City, but that Mayor Feiszli “did not have any takers” to fill the seat. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	health department #5
	Abolish Full-time Director of Patient Services/Create Full-time Assistant  Director of Patient Services

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Feuerherm said this is “Plan B”, and that the Director is a mandated position, which has been posted and widely advertised, but there have been no qualified candidates. This will allow the county to train someone in-house, who meets the qualifications, to possibly fill the position in the future. She hopes this can be accomplished in about a year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	
	Other Discussion Items

	Other discussion
	· Ms. Feuerherm said she is working on the possibility of implementing a new software program for the pre-school program. She will keep the committee informed.
· Ms. Feuerherm said the lead testing rates for 1 and 2-year-olds is the highest in the state. Over 80 percent of Cortland County kids have been tested, whereas the state average is about 60 percent.
· Mr. Kilmer said the Mental Health clinic has gone through the state audit and has received its operating certificate. It went very well and the clinic received praise for documentation. 
· Mr. Williams said the county has contracted with Family Counseling Services in 2009 for about $1.2 million, and in 2010 the budget was reduced $225,000, which eliminated Chemical Dependency services. Mr. Kilmer said the remainder of the funds paid to FCS are pass-through funds from the state or federal government. Mr. Williams asked about accountability of those funds. Mr. Kilmer said FCS provides quarterly reports to receive payment. That payment is not advanced by the county, rather only those funds the county has already received from the state are forwarded on. FCS is also audited by the state. 

· Mr. Pace and Ms. Price asked about the possibility of putting together a calendar of all county meetings. The clerk said he is already working on this with I.T. 

· The Committee discussed one of Mr. Cornell’s constituents who was recently released from the hospital. Ms. Feuerherm and Mr. Kilmer said they have had problems with discharges from hospitals for years, and the short amount of time they have to prepare for patients once they are discharged. The committee further discussed services provided by St. Joes. Ms. Feuerherm said that they currently have about 25 patients, but they are not taking any rural patients.
· Mr. Kilmer said he has filled a position which is providing services at the clinic and Horizon House. He asked for committee permission to supply a stethoscope, a few blood pressure cuffs and a scale. This will allow for additional services, which will be billed for and cover the cost of the supplies very quickly. Mr. Troy made a motion that supplies be purchased up to $350. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
· Trends of billable services per month. The average has been about 1,400 patients, but the last two months have increased up to 1,650 appointments. He has a goal of maintaining 1,700. The committee discussed the wait list for an appointment and the no-show average at the clinic, which is slightly above what Mr. Kilmer would like to see.

	adjourn
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Steger. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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